The literature on party politics and immigration has increasingly focused on the role of
electoral competition, party ideology, and coalition dynamics in shaping political party
positions on migration. This thesis studies political strategies, coalition incentives, and
political tensions between right-wing parties on the issue of immigration. This is explored by
analyzing the asylum and migration policies pursued by the four Dutch right-wing parties that
formed a coalition after the 2023 elections in the Netherlands, as well as investigating how
these parties frame, negotiate, and shape their positions across various political contexts,
including elections, coalition negotiations, and the government phase. Using a longitudinal
analysis, the thesis analyzes right-wing parties’ positions on migration policies across the
political process. This thesis concludes that the role of political strategies and inter-coalition
conflicts are crucial in understanding how migration policies develop and can cause tensions
within right-wing coalitions.



