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Is the thesis in your assessment free of plagiarism?
Yes to my knowledge the thesis is free of plagiarism

The thesis addresses a highly relevant and timely topic within the field of political science: the
interaction between right-wing parties and migration policy in the context of coalition governance.
The research question is original in its attempt to connect electoral politics, coalition dynamics, and
policy outcomes over time. The study successfully identifies a gap in existing literature, moving

beyond electoral analysis and into coalition negotiation and implementation processes.
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Can the thesis be made publicly available in the Leiden University

Repository?

by J.C.Trivino-Salazar: it can be made public throught the repository.

Summary assessment/comments

This is a well-written and thoughtful thesis that makes a meaningful contribution to our understanding of
contemporary Dutch coalition politics and migration policy. The research is both timely and original in its
focus, offering a comprehensive and ambitious analysis of party behavior across the stages of election,
coalition formation, and governance. The qualitative analysis is of high quality, and the thesis demonstrates
political insight and depth.

However, the thesis also faces some limitations. The most significant is the conceptual tension between the
theoretical framework and the method of analysis. While the thesis draws on coalition theory and party
competition literature, it is not always clear how these theories structure the empirical investigation. Key
concepts, such as “contagion,” are not fully operationalized or consistently applied, which makes some
conclusions harder to substantiate. Additionally, while the longitudinal framework is an important feature of
the study, its analytical value could be better clarified, particularly in terms of how party positions evolve over

time in response to both internal coalition dynamics and external political pressures.

Criteria

Knowledge and insight

The thesis addresses a highly relevant and timely topic within the field of political science: the
interaction between right-wing parties and migration policy in the context of coalition governance.
The research question is original in its attempt to connect electoral politics, coalition dynamics, and
policy outcomes over time. The study successfully identifies a gap in existing literature, moving

beyond electoral analysis and into coalition negotiation and implementation processes.

Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Application of knowledge and insight
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The methodological design matches the thesis’s ambitions and is a commendable choice. The
analysis is detailed and carefully structured around three stages of the political process: election,
coalition, and governance. These phases are logically chosen, though the rationale for the specific
time period (July 2023 to June 2025) could be better articulated.

The thesis attempts to capture complex political dynamics, but in doing so stretches its theoretical
framework. There is a conceptual tension between the broad ambitions (e.g., studying contagion
effects, coalition tensions, and party positioning) and the structure of the empirical chapters. The lack
of a conceptual map or typology makes it difficult to trace how core concepts such as &quot;contagion,&quot;
&quot;strategic positioning,&quot; and &quot;policy influence&quot; are interrelated.

Moreover, the analysis would benefit from a clearer operationalization of contagion effects and from
engaging more directly with scholarship on mainstream party transformation in response to populist
actors. Nonetheless, the use of sources is appropriate and grounded, and the empirical material is

handled with care.

Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Reaching conclusions

The conclusions are thoughtful and demonstrate a strong understanding of the complexities of
coalition politics and migration policy. The empirical material supports many of the claims made,
especially regarding tensions within the Schoof-I coalition.

While the thesis does broadly achieve its stated objectives, the connection between data and broader
theoretical claims could be made more explicit. A clearer analytical distinction between party
positioning for electoral gain, coalition compromise, and actual policy implementation would

improve the persuasiveness of the conclusions. Moreover, beyond the Dutch case, what is the added

value this study offers?

Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Communication

The methodological design matches the thesis’s ambitions and is a commendable choice. The

analysis is detailed and carefully structured around three stages of the political process: election,

coalition, and governance. These phases are logically chosen, though the rationale for the specific

time period (July 2023 to June 2025) could be better articulated.

The thesis attempts to capture complex political dynamics, but in doing so stretches its theoretical
framework. There is a conceptual tension between the broad ambitions (e.g., studying contagion

effects, coalition tensions, and party positioning) and the structure of the empirical chapters. The lack

of a conceptual map or typology makes it difficult to trace how core concepts such as &quot;contagion,&quot;

&quot;strategic positioning,&quot; and &quot;policy influence&quot; are interrelated.
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Assessment: unsatisfactory Weighing: n/a

Formal requirements

The methodological design matches the thesis’s ambitions and is a commendable choice. The
analysis is detailed and carefully structured around three stages of the political process: election,
coalition, and governance. These phases are logically chosen, though the rationale for the specific
time period (July 2023 to June 2025) could be better articulated.

The thesis attempts to capture complex political dynamics, but in doing so stretches its theoretical
framework. There is a conceptual tension between the broad ambitions (e.g., studying contagion
effects, coalition tensions, and party positioning) and the structure of the empirical chapters. The lack
of a conceptual map or typology makes it difficult to trace how core concepts such as &quot;contagion,&quot;
&quot;strategic positioning,&quot; and &quot;policy influence&quot; are interrelated.

Moreover, the analysis would benefit from a clearer operationalization of contagion effects and from
engaging more directly with scholarship on mainstream party transformation in response to populist
actors. Nonetheless, the use of sources is appropriate and grounded, and the empirical material is

handled with care.

Final assessment

This thesis is graded with a 7.5
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1AL

J.C.Trivino-Salazar
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