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Summary assessment/comments
This is a solid thesis on an important topic for European Politics and Society. The evaluation above points to some areas for improvement. Well 

done!

Criteria
Knowledge and insight

This thesis tackles an appropriate topic for a MA thesis in European Politics and Society: an examination of how coalitional dynamics affects 

Dutch government policy on migration under the Schoof government. The start of the introduction is quite descriptive and heavy (and labeled 

as a literature review—which is an odd way to start)—it would have been better to have a proper introduction to entice the reader. Jumping 

into the literature review leaves the reader rather anchorless—what are we looking for in this dense overview of literature? The research gap 

mentioned on page 7 is unclear—it does not flow logically from the previous sentence but it is clarified better on page 8.

Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Application of knowledge and insight

The thesis has a solid source base and a good focus: the introduction of the Spreidingswet, the introduction of a two-status system, and the 

restriction of labor migration and explanation of these choices. These are linked up to larger issues of relevance and importance. There is a 

good use of literature and concepts regarding coalition negotiations and formation.

Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Reaching conclusions 

The analysis section is convincing in analyzing the various stages and interactions of Dutch coalitional partners in tackling three areas of 

migration policy. While the narrative is highly structured, which is a plus, it is also quite dense and not that easy to read and follow. There is 

also a tendency to repetition within and between the sections. The analysis is on the whole clear and well delivered. I’m not exactly clear how 

high issue salience is assessed in the manifestos: just by being in the manifestos or something else? Some of the application of concepts like 

strategic vagueness for the BBB in the manifestos reads a bit overdetermined.
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Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Communication
Overall the writing is good though a bit difficult to read. In some areas like pages 21-22 the narrative oscillates between the past and present 

tense when it should be entirely in the past tense. There are a fair number of sentence fragments in the thesis, for example: ‘Despite the VVD 

and BBB entering the coalition negotiations with policy conditions on the Spreidingswet.’ And ‘Such as the temporariness of the law and the 

financial incentives it should have for municipalities to open asylum centers.’ ‘Because of institutional or legal constraints once in office.’ Don’t 

use the verb ‘believe’ when discussing party positions.

Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Learning skills
Excellent

Assessment: good Weighing: n/a

Formal requirements
Met.

Final assessment
On 15-06-2025 this thesis is graded with a 7.5
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