
Abstract  

Australia and New Zealand are among the geographically most distant countries with 

a large Czech diaspora. The aim of this thesis is to analyze the process of integration and 

transnational behavior of Czechs living in Australia and New Zealand, using the concepts of 

integration and transnationalization in particular. A combined quantitative and qualitative 

approach was used to achieve the set goal. The data for the quantitative research comes from 

an extensive questionnaire survey conducted in 2023 as part of the Czech Science Foundation 

(GAČR) project "The Czech Diaspora – Multidimensional Relations and Conditionality of the 

Czech Republic and Host Countries" (No. 22-08304S, 2022-2024). Thanks to this data, 

differences in the integration and transnational behavior of Czechs in both countries could be 

identified, and factors influencing these processes were also identified. Quantitative research 

has shown that although the degree of integration is relatively high in both countries, it is 

significantly higher among compatriots living in Australia. It is mainly influenced by factors 

such as length of stay, age, citizenship, and economic qualifications. On the other hand, a strong 

degree of transnationalization is evident among compatriots in New Zealand. Their 

transnational ties to the Czech Republic are consistent regardless of the length of their stay in 

the country. A significant difference between Australia and New Zealand was found to be 

significantly lower satisfaction with life in the country among compatriots in New Zealand and 

significantly higher plans to leave the country. The follow-up qualitative part of the research 

therefore focused on clarifying these specifics, and also sought to deepen knowledge about the 

process of integration and transnational behavior among compatriots in New Zealand. To this 

end, ten semi-structured interviews were conducted, which revealed that the COVID-19 

pandemic played a particularly significant role, not only affecting the satisfaction of 

compatriots in the country, but also leading to large-scale migration to Australia. 

 This work provides a valuable analysis of the integration process and transnational 

behavior of the Czech diaspora in both countries, filling a gap in our knowledge of the behavior 

of the Czech diaspora as a whole. With the support of further studies, it is possible to point out 

differences in behavior in different geographical regions, with an emphasis on the period after 

1990.  
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