
Abstract  

Student-generated questions (SGQs) represent an underutilized research method that can be 

used to investigate students' understanding of a given topic. The ability to formulate 

geographical questions is one of the crucial skills enabling critical thinking. If one is to focus 

on only a few selected disciplines, the geographical and historical thinking constitute a part of 

the key learning objectives in the relevant school curriculum. Moreover, questioning is a crucial 

aspect of inquiry-based learning, which represents one of the contemporary progressive 

approaches to education and learning. The findings from the academic literature show that 

pupils' questioning skills are often underdeveloped and frequently depend on a stimulus (map, 

graph, text) to encourage the questioning. For that reason, the following paper focuses on SGQs 

formulated by pupils of two primary schools on both a historical and a current map. Both maps 

depicted the city of Humpolec, where the research was conducted. The expectation was that it 

could be easier for the pupils to formulate questions (including more cognitively demanding 

ones) on an area that was familiar to them. The questions collected were categorised according 

to a specially developed content-based categorisation. At the same time they were subject to an 

assesment in terms of cognitive difficulty and assigned to levels of cognitive processing 

according to the Revised Bloom's Taxonomy. The formulated questions were compared 

between each type of map, across map types, gender, year and respective schools. Most 

questions were formulated on the old map by boys in Grade 9. The content focus of the 

questions was mostly targeted at the categories of "topographic base" and "map". However, the 

majority of the questions fell into the lowest level of cognitive demand. Subsequently, in the 

map comparison questions, where more cognitively demanding questions were expected, 

students failed to formulate that kind of questions. There was no difference between Year 6 and 

Year 9 in this respect, as both age groups asked questions almost exclusively of the lowest 

cognitive level. The findings suggest that, although pupils were less accustomed to working 

with the historical map, they were nonetheless more likely to formulate questions in response 

to it than to the current map. The conclusion this study reaches is that the historical map should 

be more prominent in mainstream teaching, given it stimulates a wider array of questions asked 

by the pupils. 
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