Abstract

This bachelor’s thesis focuses on the topic of graffiti, specifically on legal walls for graffiti
managed by administrative districts of Prague. These surfaces allow for legal creation of graffiti,
offering artists a way to avoid the risk of legal consequences while enabling the city to regulate the
spontaneous emergence of otherwise unwanted graffiti. The issue is examined through the lens of
political geography, exploring the approaches of local politicians towards graffiti, ranging from
complete rejection to supporting the creation of legal artworks in public space. The theoretical part
of the thesis discusses the historical development of graffiti including the related responses of local
governments, both globally and in Prague, and the role of legal graffiti in an environment typically
opposed to authority. In the practical part, the opinions of local representatives on graffiti were
surveyed, aiming to evaluate how and why the attitudes of administrative districts differ. In
addition, legal walls in five districts were analyzed based on various factors in order to evaluate
how effectively they serve both graffiti artists and the city, and a comprehensive map database of
legal walls for graftiti was created — something which Prague is missing on an official level. The
findings indicate that the biggest influence on the use of legal walls is their location, which, in

many cases, doesn’t align with the preferences of their potential users.
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