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SUMMARY 

Unconditional prison sentences 

 

If we consider freedom of the person as the most valuable estate then the sentence to 

serve a prison represents the most strictest punitive sanction since it is the most 

sensitive interference into basic and freedom rights which are allowed by the law.    

 

The imposition of the sentence pursue the protection of the society from the  offenders   

and to prevent the convicted from continuation in criminal activity as well as to bring 

him up to live impeccably. It performs repressive and preventive function, and operates 

educationally on other members of society. For the general preventive action of the 

sentence, it is important if the society sees the sentence as fair, reasonable and most 

inevitable. 
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Short-term prison senteces are often topics for discussion. According to some views on 

sentence performance it does not adequately deterrent effects on the society and in 

terms of action on the perpetrators it does not give enough time for social rehabilitation 

which would be able to reeducate them but time spent in the exercise of punishment is 

sufficient for effect  of the negative  influencess of imprisonment. The already 

overcrowded prisons are still filled with more convicted offenders to serve the sentence 

for couple of monthes. This opens the scope for alternative sentences. Its about 

sentences not connected with imprisonment, in case of need only minimal. There is 

reeducational element during serving this sentences without taking these person out of 

existing social or environmental context.  In the context of alternative sanctions, it is 

important to create a functionally integrated system with the variety of sanctions 

because only then it is possible to impose sentences individually  and particularly to 

offenders and their offense. 

 

Short-term prison sentences counterpart are exceptional sentences, especially life 

sentence. This sentence was implemented in most countries after the transition from 

totalitarian regime as more human substitute for capital punishment. This sentence is a 

common theme of penological studies since its servis has a number of specific issues. 

Life sentence is imposed on those most dangerous offenders, habituat offenders, where 

there is no practical presumption for reeducation. Its main task is the protection against 

the most dangerous offenders. Negative influence of imprisonment has strongest effect 

in serving long-term sentences, the reintegration in the society after that is even more 

difficult.  

In most European countries, however, there is the possibility of conditional release even 

for life sentences. In my opinion it is a motivational factor, without which a life 

sentence would not be  much more human than the death penalty. 

 

No matter into which forms or variation will the sentece develope in the future, it will 

be for certain individuals or groups in society only possible punishment, and - I believe 

- mainly due to its insulating function.   

 

 


