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Abstract 

This thesis deals with the principle of the best interests of the child in the context of family 

law and its application within mediation. The aim is to analyse the legal framework of this principle 

at both national and international levels, to explain its significance, development, and role in 

judicial decision-making in matters involving children, and to evaluate the opportunities and 

limitations of mediation in family disputes. The thesis focuses in particular on the participation of 

the child, the role of the child protection authority (OSPOD), and the specific features of mediation 

in divorce and separation cases. Based on legal analysis and case law, the thesis concludes with de 

lege ferenda recommendations aimed at promoting more effective and child-friendly approaches 

to conflict resolution within the family. 
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