Abstract

Background: In the course of the last years, the possibilities for education in the field
of addictology have changed considerably. Education in clinical addictology was launched,
the S4 course was relaunched, the possibility of a PhDr. examination is being discussed, and
master's and doctoral programmes underwent conceptual changes. However, these have
not yet been more systematically researched and the knowledge of their potential
applicants is lacking.

Aim: The aim of the research was to describe the educational needs of addictology
pregraduates. The sub-goals included: (1) To map the interest of addictology students
in selected forms of continuing education, (2) To describe the motives and barriers
associated with engaging in continuing education, (3) To describe the profiles of applicants
to selected forms of continuing education, (4) To describe the profiles of students who are
not interested in selected forms of continuing education.

Methods: A cross-sectional online questionnaire survey was conducted and respondents
were approached using a total sample and snowball sampling method. A total of 147
current addictology pregraduates participated in the study (65.6% of the base sample), they
nominated themselves using the method of self-selection. The data were analysed using
descriptive and inductive statistics methods. Ethical issues were kept.

Results: Respondents are most interested in professional courses (84.4%),
psychotherapeutic trainings (81.0%), and master's programme (57.9%). The lowest interest
is in the PhDr. examination (12.2%) and the highest disinterest in studying another
university programme (58.7%). Due to the confidentiality of respondents, it was
not possible to compile profiles of those interested/not interested in selected forms
of continuing education, instead their basic characteristics were mapped. A statistically
significant correlation was identified between the place of residence and the interest
in undertaking the PhDr. examination. Internal sources of motivation for current and future
education predominate. A low level of subjective awareness of different forms of continuing
education was revealed. Working in the field and the perception of it in the future motivate
students to pursue their educational aspirations.

Conclusion and recommendations: The thesis highlights the importance of evaluating the
educational needs of addictology students and provides valuable information that can serve
as an important feedback for the scholars, educators, professional societies and students
themselves.
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