Abstract:

This thesis outlines the development of Spanish experimental fiction since 1962, exploring its
interactions with James Joyce’s major experimental works, Ulysses (1922) and Finnegans
Wake (1939), and detailing some of the close connections between Anglophone and Spanish
literatures and cultures in general. The thesis discusses a selection of novels by four Spanish
experimental writers: Luis Martin-Santos, Julian Rios, Enrique Vila-Matas, and Vicente Luis
Mora. The introduction presents a selection of general theoretical frameworks implicitly
connected to the topic and the aim of the thesis, as well as a section dedicated to the historical-
literary context. The first chapter focuses on Martin-Santos’s novel Tiempo de silencio (1962)
and its interaction with Joyce’s Ulysses. The second chapter compares Rios’s Larva: Babel de
una noche de San Juan (1983) and Joyce’s Finnegans Wake. The third chapter discusses Vila-
Matas, the founding knight of the Order of Finnegans, and his novel Dublinesca (2010). Mora’s
intertextual “work in progress” Circular 22 (2022) is discussed as part of the conclusion,
representing a shift in Spanish experimental fiction and illustrating some of its most recent
trends. Mora’s work offers some further interesting points of departure for research into
contemporary Spanish experimental fiction and its interactions with not only Joyce’s work but
Anglophone fiction in general.



