
Summary 
This bachelor thesis seeks to describe the pastoral care of minorities in the 
Evangelical Church of Augsburg in Slovakia Bratislava Staré Město (hereafter 
CS ECAV or the congregation), focusing on the work with and for LGBT+ 
people in the context of Slovakia over the last ten years. It will outline what 
pastoral care is about in general, and will attempt to look for some of its 
aspects in working with LGBT+ people in four recent professional 
publications. It will briefly introduce the reader to the congregation and its 
history in relation to minority pastoral care. It will describe the minorities 
who are pastorally served by the congregation's current minister, Anna Polck, 
and her colleagues, and focus the perspective on LGBT+ people. How Slovak 
society and its legislation relates to them, and how the ECAV relates to them. 
They will also briefly reflect on how the pastoral care of this minority 
resembles the pastoral care of the Roma in the settlement and what the two 
minorities have in common. He will also offer the results of modern research 
on so-called minority stress and its consequences on human health. He will 
present examples of inclusion of LGBT+ people in several European countries 
and Protestant churches. He will provide the experience of a young gay 
evangelical pastor from a traditional majority Lutheran background in 
Slovakia as an example of incorrect or missing pastoral care. 

The text also notes the specific concept of pastoral care of minorities of 
pastor Anna Polcková, her theological-pastoral emphases (which she shares 
with her colleagues in the congregation) and her personal attitudes, in the 
context of the current Slovak reality. It will also offer links to her media 
outputs as well as to those responding to the activities of the congregation. 

The bachelor thesis asks the research question: What should pastoral care 
ideally include when it comes to pastoring in a systemically threatening 
environment and when the pastor is formally part of that system? In doing 
so, it reflects on the fact that the clash between two approaches to the Bible 
and the resulting two approaches to pastoral care is not described 
dispassionately, but as a proponent (advocate) of one of them. 
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