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August 20, 2025 
 
Ing. Mgr. Olga Angelovská, Ph.D. 
Faculty of Social Sciences of Public and Social Policy 
Charles University 
Prague, Czech Republic 
 
Dear Dr. Angelovska, 
 
I write this letter to provide my comments on the dissertation titled "Civil Security as a System: 
Applying Systems‘ Perspective on the Civil Security Provision in Central Europe", supervised by Prof. 
František Ochrana and written by PhD student Věra Karin Brázová.  
 
This thesis is well written and provides excellent insights to understand the system of civil security 
in the E.U. and the impetus for change across different European countries. This dissertation was 
ambitious and produced at a high-level. If this thesis were being defended at my own university, Vera 
Karin would pass her defense easily.  
 
If I were to attend Vera Karin’s defense, I might ask the following questions as fodder to an exchange 
of ideas and to prove her to consider where her work sits within the body of disaster policy 
scholarship: 

1) See the figure located https://coresiliency.colorado.gov/colorado-resiliency-framework and 
provided as an attachment to this document. This is one approach to community resilience 
that I believe does not (as was presented as critiques of resilience in the dissertation): a) nest 
under the broader idea of resilience since environmental health, civic engagement, and others 
are part of this framework and b) does not assume that individuals should cope with risk on 
their own, but rather that government has a critical role in ensuring all of these aspects of 
community resilience are strong. Does Vera think that this framework goes far enough, or 
does she have critiques of it based on her research? 

2) Now that she has synthesized the scholarship and contributed to it with her own work, what 
major contributions does her work provide? Additionally, what shortcomings of the 
scholarship still exist?  

 
Aside from those big-picture questions to engage Vera Karin in a conversation about the scholarship, 
I am providing several specific comments below. She responded very thoroughly to my prior 
comments, as these points indicate. 
 
Specific comments: 

1) The introduction now reads very clearly and establishes the parameters for the study and the 
importance of the topic well. 

2) Definitions of terms that I had previously noted were insufficiently defined (e.g., civil security, 
homeland security, emergency preparedness) and compared are now very clearly defined 
and compared through narratives and tables, making it easy to understand and integrating 
the literature well.  

3) In Table 1, I believe that both Emergency preparedness and Disaster management include 
infrastructure failure in their scope. 

4) Figure 3 is quite helpful in understanding how these concepts nest, but I am curious about 
the dimensions (axes) assumed in the figure. 
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5) Table 4 and the preceding discussion are very helpful in understanding the methods used 
throughout. 

6) In Table 9, it would help to define how the concepts are measured and what ranges or criteria 
delimit the categories of nil/moderate/strong/etc, 

7) It would be helpful to explain or footnote why the data for Hungary (chpt 6) are incomplete. 
8) The revised version of the dissertation incorporates much more of the policy-relevant 

literature related to disasters, focusing events, and policy change. This reads clearly and it is 
more thoroughly incorporated throughout the document. 

9) The concept of community resilience is now introduced as part of the resilience discussion.  
 
Broadly, I believe that Vera Karin has produced scholarship that advances the field, particularly our 
understanding of European state differences in disaster policy and management. I look forward to 
reading more of her work in the future and wish her well in her endeavors. I would like to 
congratulate Vera Karin for producing an excellent work and wish her luck in her next stage of her 
career.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
Deserai Crow, Ph.D.        
Professor 
Director, Doctoral Program in Public Affairs 
Co-Director, Center for Community Safety and Resilience 
School of Public Affairs 
University of Colorado Denver 
Tel: (303)315-0146 / Deserai.crow@ucdenver.edu  
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