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Abstract: 

This dissertation examines civil security systems (CSSs) in Central Europe (Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Poland, Slovakia) through a systems-theoretical lens, positioning civil security not 

only as a public good of protecting population from large-scale non-military crises but also as 

a specific policy domain. Combining systems theory, resilience, and policy change approaches, 

the research addresses two core dimensions: (1) the structural configuration and stakeholder 

involvement within national CSSs, and (2) their adaptive capacity in response to external 

shocks, including disasters and economic crisis. Two methods are principally used in the 

dissertation: a comparative case study analysis and qualitative content analysis. The evolution 

of the Central European CSSs is systematically traced over more than two decades, identifying 

key drivers of adaptive change and assessing the explanatory value of concepts like "focusing 

events". The findings corroborate the focusing events concept while challenging assumptions 

about marginal political attention to civil security in non-crisis periods and the prioritization of 

response over preparedness in high-level policymaking. Ultimately, the research offers a 

framework for understanding and enhancing the long-term adaptability and resilience of CSSs, 

providing policy implications for more proactive adjustments to current and future security 

challenges. 


