Abstract

Background: The environment of dance entertainment is often linked to recreational use of
psychoactive substances. When it comes to illegal drugs, users face not only the general risks
associated with this setting but also the dangers stemming from the unknown composition of the
substances they consume. Unknown composition poses significant health risks due to potential
unknown substances, varying quality, or dosage. Drug checking services can help mitigate these
risks, but their availability in the Czech Republic remains limited.

Aims: This study aimed to explore the potential impact of drug checking services on user behavior
among festival attendees, to assess festival attendees’ attitudes toward using such services, and to
identify factors that motivate or discourage people from utilizing these services.

Methods: Data were collected through an interviewer-administered survey conducted directly at
summer dance festivals. The questionnaire was available both as a paper survey and as an online
survey accessible via QR code linked to Google Forms. In total, 136 respondents participated in
the study, recruited through non-random convenience sampling.

Results: A large majority of respondents (90.2%) expressed an intention to use a free drug-
checking service. If a test revealed a high concentration of active substances, more than half
(55.3%) would reduce their dose, and 10.6% would refrain from using the substance altogether. If
a test detected the presence of a different substance than expected, 53.7% would choose not to
consume it, while 35.5% would use a smaller amount. In cases where the expected substance was
absent, 84.9% would not take the drug at all. The main motivations for using drug-checking
services included avoiding unexpected substances (90.2%), preventing contamination with
adulterants (87.3%), and curiosity about the substance’s composition (89.5%). The most common
deterrents were fear of legal consequences (57.2%) and concerns about privacy (53.6%).

Conclusion: The findings show a strong interest among festival attendees in drug checking
services. Such services have considerable potential to influence user behavior towards reducing
harm. The research suggests that drug checking services, alongside other harm reduction
interventions, could significantly contribute to reducing negative consequences associated with
psychoactive substance use in nightlife settings.

Key words: drug checking services, psychoactive substance use, nightlife environment, festivals,
user behaviour, harm reduction



