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Please provide a short summary of the thesis, your assessment of each of the four key categories,
and an overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion. The minimum length of the
report is 300 words.

Short summary
The thesis investigates whether the introduction of Single entrance examinations (SEE) in Czechia led
to changes the composition of admitted student. It tries to answer whether:

1. The SEE has changed the socioeconomic composition of the classrooms of upper secondary
education - in the maturita tracks and vocational schools.

2. Whether results in mathematics of the first-graders in upper secondary schools with Maturita
(gymnazia and technical schools with maturita) have improved compared to when entrance
exams were administered by the headmasters.

The results indicate that students entering the vocational schools and technical schools with Maturita
come from modestly wealthier families after the introduction of SEE, but no effect for Gymnazia or
mathematics results were observed.

The thesis employs a Difference-in-differences methodology using OLS to answer the first questions.
Data from the International Assessment (PISA) for 2015 and 2022 for Czechia and Slovakia are
analyzed. The SEE was introduced in 2017, thus the 2015 serves as the pre-treatment year and 2022
serves a post-treatment year. Czechia is the treatment group and Slovakia is the control group.

Contribution

The thesis contributes to the empirical literature on the effect of the socioeconomic status on the
educaitonal pathway with an emphasis on the introduction of standardization in entrace examination.
No such empirical analysis has been carried out in the Czech context yet.

Methods

The thesis employs the Difference-in-differences using the OLS. The methodology used for this
purpose is adequate and in line with bachelor curricula at the IES. The methodology is clearly
introduced, results well commented. Anna shows a deep understanding of the methods.

Potential violations of assumptions are discussedand tested.

Literature

The literature review is logical and covers all important topics. It starts with the description of social
background on academic perfromance in general, reviews the empirical literature on the effect of
standardization of entrance testing in the international context and concludes with the situation in the
Czech Republic.

Manuscript form
The thesis reads well, it is well structured. Anna has showed a strong talent for academic writing from
the start. Her thoughts and reasoning have been logical and easy to read from early on.



Report on Bachelor Thesis

Institute of Economic Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University

Student: Anna Turnerova

Advisor: PhDr. Jana Votapkova, Ph.D.

The impact of Single Entrance Examinations in the Czech

Title of the thesis: Republic on the socio-economic composition of the classroom

Overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense

The thesis is a nice example of an undergraduate scholarly work. It employs methods learnt during BA
studies and applies them to a specific empirical context. Anna came up with the research question
independently, found a suitable dataset and in overall worked very independently based on my
guidance. She promptly responded to my points.

At the last minute however, we discoverd a methodological issue in the work which she immediatelly
adressed. In my view the thesis is of a very good quality and definitely fulfills the requirements for a
bachelor thesis at IES, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University, | recommend it for the defense
and suggest a grade A.

The results of the Turnitin analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available
sources.

Questions for the defense:

1. What was your motivation to select this topic?

2. Although the aim of the thesis was to identify the treatment effect and not control for the
covariates, how would you include the social status to the covariates? Based on what test
would you decide whether a variable in the model is endogenous or not? How would you
account for possible endogeneity. Be ready to show the updated empirical results for
mathematics score.

SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):

CATEGORY POINTS
Contribution (max. 30 points) |28
Methods (max. 30 points) |25
Literature (max. 20 points) |20
Manuscript Form (max. 20 points) |20
TOTAL POINTS (max. 100 points) |93
GRADE (A-B-C-D-E-F) |A
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE:

CONTRIBUTION: The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and
ability to draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct

value added of the thesis.

METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to
the author’s level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.

LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent
literature. The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way.

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style,
including academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and
disposes with a complete bibliography.

Overall grading:
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