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OVERALL ASSESSMENT:

Short summary

The thesis investigates the impact of registration fees on passenger vehicle registrations in
Slovakia across three major reforms (2012, 2017, 2023). Using panel data from the Slovak
Police Force and econometric methods such as two-way fixed effects, Difference-in-
Differences (DiD), and event studies, the author assesses whether fiscal measures influence
consumer behavior in the Slovak automotive market. The main findings indicate that Slovak
consumers respond only weakly to registration fees, with fuel prices having far stronger
effects. The thesis also shows that used vehicles are more sensitive to fees, while reforms
often had unintended consequences, such as incentivizing high-emission vehicles or
reducing government revenue. The study contributes original empirical evidence for Central
Europe, a region less represented in the literature.

Contribution

The thesis makes a clear and valuable contribution by focusing on Slovakia, filling a notable gap in the
literature dominated by Western European studies. The evidence is novel, and the discussion of
unintended policy outcomes is policy-relevant. Minor limitations remain, e.g., not incorporating vehicle
retirement or structural modeling.

Methods

The methodological approach is appropriate for a bachelor’s thesis. Panel fixed effects, DiD, and
event study designs are competently applied and explained. The analysis identifies heterogeneous
effects between reforms and vehicle segments. Still, further robustness checks (e.g., regression
discontinuity, structural models) could have strengthened the results.

Literature

The literature review is extensive, well-organized, and covers both classic and recent studies. It clearly
identifies the research gap in Central Europe. The referencing is correct and demonstrates good
understanding. A slightly tighter integration between literature and findings would improve the
narrative.

Manuscript form

The manuscript is clearly written and demonstrates academic style. However, the structure sometimes
departs from conventional standards, and certain sections could be more concise. Figures and tables
are used appropriately, and the bibliography is complete.

Overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense

Overall, this is a well-written and analytically sound bachelor thesis that addresses a relevant policy
question with clear empirical methods and original data from Slovakia. The author demonstrates
strong command of econometric tools and provides meaningful insights into how vehicle registration
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fees affect consumer behavior, while also highlighting the stronger role of fuel prices. The thesis
makes a useful contribution by focusing on a Central European case, a region less frequently studied
in the existing literature. Its main strengths are the rigorous application of methods, the clear empirical
findings, and the policy relevance of the conclusions. The main weaknesses lie in the limited
robustness checks. In my view, the thesis fulfills the requirements for a bachelor’s thesis at IES,
Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University. | recommend it for defense and suggest a grade A.
The results of the Turnitin analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available
sources.
Suggested questions for defense:
- Could you elaborate on why Slovak consumers are far more responsive to fuel prices than to
registration fees?
- How might the inclusion of vehicle scrappage or retirement data change your results?
- Do you believe the 2023 reform’s effects will become more evident with longer data
availability?
- If you were advising Slovak policymakers, how would you redesign the registration fee system
to achieve both fiscal and environmental goals?
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