Abstract

This thesis examines the decision-making process of survivors of sexual violence who choose
not to report incidents to the Czech Police. The aim of the thesis is to understand what factors
at various levels of social life influence this decision and how they are reflected in the low
percentage of reported cases in the Czech Republic. The theoretical section summarizes existing
research on survivors’ motivations for (non)reporting. The empirical section analyses 1,019
anonymous testimonies published by the initiative Pro¢ jsme to nenahlasily*i (Why We Didn't
Report It). The analysis highlights the pervasive influence of rape culture, reflected in five
mechanisms: normalization of sexual violence; power asymmetry, misogyny, and gender
inequality; (self)blame; the desire to maintain personal stability; and the dysfunctionality of the
(criminal justice) system. Testimonies are grouped into three categories: abuse in childhood by
an adult or older family member; sexual violence in adolescent peer groups; and violence in
adult intimate relationships. The findings show how these mechanisms shape survivors’
experiences over their lifespans, how they interact with one another and shape the behaviour of
three main actors: survivors, perpetrators, and their environment. This study provides important
insights into barriers to reporting and contributes to improving professional and public

responses to sexual violence.
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