
Opponent's review of the doctoral thesis of Jan Sykora (Charles University,

Faculty of Science, Study program: Social Geography and Regional

Development)

Title: Neighbourhood Residential Changes of the Prague Innsr City: Trajectories

and Consequences, 2025 .

The dissertation examines the main features and spatial dynamics of residential transformations
in the inner-city neighbourhoods of Prague, the capital city of a former state-socialist country
in Central and Eastern Europe. Based on the existing literature, we know that neighbourhoods
of post-socialist cities, especially inner-city neighbourhoods, have followed highly diversified
trajectories after the systemic changes in 1989, which attracted great attention among social
scientists, including urban geographers. Therefore, I find the theme of the dissertation is highly
topical and relevant.

The main aim of the author is to analyse the evolving transformation and differentiation of the
inner-city neighbourhoods in Prague across various geographical scales and from a longitudinal
perspective. This involves analysing the spatial patterns ofresidential changes, identiffing their
mechanisms and the potential driving forces, examining how they manifest, and assessing how
long-term residents perceive them. The research questions formulated on the basis of the
literature and own empirical research are logical and well-structured.

The material of the dissertation stems from four complementary research projects that provide
insights into the processes of urban transformation at various geographical scales (city, inner-
city, neighbourhood and block levels). Results of the studies have already been published or
will be published in English in highly prestigious joumals in the field, and in an edited volume
in Czech language. In all four papers, the candidate plays a dominant role, and he is single
author in one of the cases. All these papers are provided in the Attachment of the dissertation
transparently.

The first paper focuses on the longitudinal evolution of Prague's inner-city, shedding light on
the socio-spatial transformations of neighbourhoods that have taken place since 1991. The
adthor uses different quantitative research methods here. Dynamics and patterns of socio-
demographic changes in Prague's inner-city are compared to the whole city between four census
years (1991 02001,201I, and,202I). The relative upgrading of the inner-city within Prague in
socio-economic terms is well demonstrated. As a second step, the research shifts to a lower
analytical level, and focuses on the recent socio-economic development of the inner-city
neighbourhoods, clustering them into five distinct types. The author concludes that dynamic
shifts occurred in the inner city neighbourhoods in the first decade of the 21't century, when
intensive fragmentation and polarisation could be observed, followed by a homogenisation
process in the 2010s, with the emergence and gradual dominance of the high status
neighbourhood type. This is an interesting research result, which inevitably brings us to the
question: would this process mean a gradual decrease in the level of socio-economic
segregation in the inner-city neighbourhoods of Prague?



The second paper analyses variations in residential changes within a selected neighbourhood
(Lower Holesovice). By examining the changes in the physical and social structures and their
possible causes, authors develop a typology of trajectories at the local (census tract) level and
they identify various forms of neighbourhood residential change, including gentrification,
within Lower Holesovice between 2001 and 2.015. This brings the reviewer to the question:
which are the most important preconditions that make Lower Holesovice the showcase of
gentrification processes in Prague?

The third publication (a book chapter in Czech) delves into the contrasts between different
social worlds present within Lower Holesovice (the birthplace of the author), including an
examination of the social climate and daily rhythms in selected public spaces. Authors use a
mixed-method approach, analysing micro(tract)-level census data, performing fieldwork and
interviewing local experts. Based on the complex research methodology authors conclude that:
"within one relatively small neighbourhood, we can find, for instance, newly built luxury
residences occupied by residents with a high social status near rather neglected housing stock
occupied by inhabitantswith relatively lower social status". This brings us to the next question:
would this statement mean that micro-scale segregation has been growing in Lower Holesovice
since 2000? If so, why do the authors continue: ooHowever, it cannot be concluded that strict
spatial divisions exist between different socio-economic groups present in the observed
localities"?

Finally, the fourth paper investigates how long-term residents experience the neighbourhood's
transition in Prague 7 municipal district. The authors aim to find out whether and how the place
attachment of long-term residents has been modified with the advancement of the gentrification
process in the neighbourhood. The research method applied here is clearly qualitative, authors
conducted 25 in-depth semi-structured interviews in the study area. Empirical findings point to
a strong and stable place attachment of old residents, despite ambivalent attitudes towards
recent changes related to gentrification. The effect of gentrification on place attachment was
found to be relatively limited

In my opinion, the thesis contributes relevant research findings to several empirical and
conceptual debates in contemporary urban geography concerning gentrification, neighbourhood
residential change, and the development of post-socialist inner cities. The individual papers that
the submitted work builds upon form a coherent framework for the dissertation, focusing on
different spatial levels and using a wide spectrum of research methods, as shown by Figure 1.

Research questions formulated at the beginning of the dissertation are well answered. Based on
reading the dissertation and the accompanying publications, I can assert that the candidate
possesses strong academic skills in both the application of theoretical concepts and the
utilisation of various research techniques. Therefore, I recommend the dissertation for public
defence.
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