
Abstract 

This bachelor's thesis examines U.S. policy toward the Philippines during the interwar period. 

It aims to analyze US policy on the issue of sovereignty over the Philippines, specifically 

focusing on whether US policy, between World War I and World War II, tended towards 

granting independence or the annexation of the Philippines as another US state. The Philippines 

was an important American territory that was treated inconsistently by American policy during 

this period. This thesis traces the causes of change and the nature of U.S. policy toward the 

Philippines – how it has changed with different presidential administrations and what factors 

have influenced it. Using a historical method based on qualitative analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, this thesis summarizes America's policy toward the Philippines. The first 

chapter examines developments prior to the interwar period itself. The second chapter discusses 

the abandonment of President Woodrow Wilson's policies and the Republican policies that 

prevailed until the mid-1930s, and the third chapter examines the changes in the 1930s that 

contributed to the abandonment of previous Republican policies. The last chapter discusses the 

influence of Filipino politicians on American attitudes toward the Philippines, as they had a 

considerable degree of political influence. The analysis concludes that U.S. policy toward the 

Philippines in the interwar period did not pursue its annexation as an additional U.S. state, but 

neither did it actively promote the granting of independence. Rather, US policy during this 

period can be better characterized as seeking indefinite retention of the Philippines. The shift 

towards independence began only in the mid-1930s. 

 


