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Evaluation of the Habilitation Thesis "Rozdéleny ostrov. Studena valka a 'kyperska' otazka'
v letech 1960-1974", submitted by PhDr. Jan Koura, PhD

Jan Koura, PhDr, is an internationally networked expert in his field on East-South-relation during
Cold War and has researched extensively in American, British and Czech archives. He has been
publishing on the "Cyprus question" for over ten years and this study, submitted to the faculty as a
habilitation thesis, is primarily a synthesis of his earlier works. His book on American foreign policy in
the eastern Mediterranean towards Greece and Turkey was published in 2013 (Jan Koura, Zapas o
vychodni Stfedomofi. Zahraniéni politika Spojenych statti americkych viigi Recku a Turecku v letech
1945-1953, Praha 2013). The present book came out in Czech in 2019 and in Greek in 2021 (Jan
Koura, Rozdéleny ostrov. Studena valka a kyperska otazka v letech 1960-1974, Praha 2019). For
this version, he additionally used documents from the Czechoslovak secret service on arms
deliveries.

With the history of Cyprus from 1960 to 1974, Jan Koura has chosen a subject that is still highly
topical. The political situation of Cyprus has to date neither been finally pacified nor clarified under
international law. The island is torn between various geopolitical interests and spheres. Annual
negotiations supported by the United Nations with representatives of the two sides on a solution to
the "Cyprus question" have not yet led to any results. Despite faint signs of a mutual rapprochement,
recognition under international law did not materialise, let alone the reunification of the island or its
capital Nicosia. In addition to Greece and Turkey, the European Union (to which the Greek Cypriot
part belongs) also exerts influence on the island's affairs. The United States has recently
strengthened its economic ties due to its newly found natural gas reserves.
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Jan Koura's historical analysis contrasts Cyprus' complicated present with its no less complicated
past. In the introduction, he provides a historical outline that reaches back into the Middle Ages.
Koura also makes clear, that the colonial and post-colonial past is still present, alongside the
influences of its immediate neighbours Greece and Turkey. Great Britain, as the former colonial
homeland, still maintains two military bases on the island. In the main chapters Koura sets important
new accents. He contrasts the focus in the European and global perception of Cyprus and in related
research which to date has been on the historical co-operation, conflicts and constellations of the
great powers in the eastern Mediterranean. In contrast to these histories of nationalism, ethnic
conflicts and the colonial past of Cyprus, Koura focusses on the role of the Cold War in the region.

Koura hereby refuses to reduce the Cold War to a clash between the superpowers USA and USSR.
He emphasises the role of other global players - both from the Global South and from the Eastern
Bloc itself, in this case Czechoslovakia, as revealed after the archives were opened in 1989. The
author is thus in line with a recent research trend in global history, which emphasises the
relationships between individual non-Soviet socialist states and the Global South to a greater extent
than before. Koura cites and draws on the relevant literature on the Cold War and international
history. The recent works on transnational and global history relevant for the East-South-relations of
socialist countries are less represented.

Cyprus was officially neither part of the Global East nor the Global South during the Cold War. After
gaining independence, it had joined the Non-Aligned Movement with the support of the communist
party, as was also the case in Yugoslavia. Koura analyses Cyprus against this background as part of
the Global South. Koura's book is thus also related to his research focus on other countries of the
Global South. This perspective is innovative, as research to date has viewed Cyprus as part of the
Western political hemisphere. However, Koura uses mainly western and neither draws on Greek,
Turkish nor Russian sources.

Koura convincingly emphasises the character of Cyprus as part of the Third World as a playground
for the superpowers and other socialist states. Due to its geographical location, it had been of great
military and intelligence importance to the British and Americans since the 1940s and 1950s. The
Soviet Union intensified its efforts to exert influence only under Khrushchev after 1955, as Stalin had
shown little interest in the Third World countries before. The USSR now built diplomatic networks, as
did Czechoslovakia, using arms deliveries as a tool of foreign policy and thus destabilizing the region
in the 1960s and 1970s, making it a “Cuba of the Mediterranean”.

With this aspect, the role of Czechoslovakia as a junior partner of the Soviet Union’s foreign policies,
Koura enriches existing Cold War research. Koura's findings on the Czechoslovak arms deliveries to
Cyprus are an important piece of the puzzle. The arms deliveries continued during the domestic
political thaw of the 1960s and after the invasion of the Warsaw Pact states in August 1968. This
leads to the question of whether these deliveries were only of economic significance for
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Czechoslovakia. How did arms deliveries influence the position of this Central European state not
only vis-a-vis the Soviet Union, but also to other states of the Eastern bloc in the Cold War power
system? It will also be necessary to ask about the interdependence with other countries in the Global
South. Cyprus was not the only destination in the eastern Mediterranean and Middle East to which
Czechoslovakia supplied weapons. The initial Czechoslovak support of Israel with weapons is just as
well known as the arms deliveries to Palestinian groups. Thus, not only the policies of the USA and
the USSR were decisive for Czechoslovakia's room of manoeuvre, as Jan Koura shows, but also the
countries of the Global South themselves. Recent research on socialism and the Global South has
not only asked what the socialist countries have meant for the Global South, but also how the Global
South has empowered individual socialist countries by way of international and economic ties and
treaties.

Jan Koura's study is the first analysis of the connection between the "Cyprus question" and the
Eastern Bloc and an innovative and convincing contribution to East-South relations during the Cold
War. As shown it also opens new scopes of research on the relations within state-socialist countries
and with the Global South. His analysis is convincingly embedded in the wider context of Cold War
research, testifies to meticulous source work and provides important new insights.

| unreservedly recommend to the faculty to accept Jan Koura's habilitation.

(Prof. Dr. Jana Osterkamp)
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