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Dear Members of the Habilitation Committee,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for PhDr. Jan Koura’s, Ph.D. habilitation thesis
entitled ‘The Divided Island. The Cold War and the “Cyprus Question” in the years 1960-1974’
and his application for associate professorship at Charles University, Prague. As an associate
professor in intelligence studies who has published on Cold War international and security
history, I feel privileged to have been asked to review this piece, which I believe fully qualifies
for habilitation in the field of World History and General History.

Dr. Koura’s habilitation thesis represents an important contribution to international Cold War
history and, in particular, the role Cyprus played within international politics of the latter half of
the twentieth century. This thesis offers a comprehensive and innovative analysis of decades of
crises that engulfed the island, demonstrating not only Dr. Koura’s deep understanding of the
subject matter but also his ability to contribute original ideas to the field. The thesis is
meticulously researched, methodologically sound, and analytically robust, showcasing Dr.
Koura’s exceptional scholarly capabilities.

One of the most impressive aspects of Dr. Koura’s research is that he adopts a new lens on the
Cold War. He reinterprets this historical period as a global phenomenon, extending beyond the
binary narrative of the two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union. His work brings
into focus the roles played by a diverse array of actors, including junior states, international
organisations, religious leaders, and private businesses. By doing so, he offers a fresh perspective
that illuminates the intricate web of interactions among these actors, providing unique insights
into how their engagements shaped the Cold War’s trajectory and outcomes. This broader view
challenges traditional historiography, enriching our understanding of the Cold War’s
multifaceted nature.



Dr. Koura’s work also provides new evidence on how Moscow’s junior partner, Czechoslovakia,
leveraged its arms industry to exert influence during the Cold War. His research reveals that
Czechoslovakia acted both in coordination with Moscow and independently, showcasing its
capacity to shape events through its economic and military might. This dual role of alignment
and autonomy highlights the complexity of relationships within the Soviet Bloc, offering a
nuanced view of how satellite states could exercise agency. Dr. Koura’s findings underscore
Czechoslovakia's strategic maneuvering and its significant, albeit often overlooked, impact on
Cold War dynamics.

The emphasis on Soviet Bloc involvement is crucial and often neglected in most historical
accounts, which predominantly focus on US influence on the so-called ‘Cyprus question’. By
shifting the focus to the Soviet angle, Dr. Koura meticulously examines the motivations of
Moscow and its allies in their engagement with Cyprus. This angle allows him to uncover the
Czechoslovak perspective, detailing how this junior partner repeatedly intervened in Cypriot
affairs, primarily through its arms industry. Dr. Koura’s work brings to light the strategic and
economic dimensions of Czechoslovak involvement, providing a richer understanding of the
complexities of Cold War alliances and rivalries.

This thesis also represents a methodological contribution to international or what has also been
termed as ‘new’ Cold War history. Dr. Koura worked with a variety of documents from three
countries, namely: The National Archives, College Park; John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and Museum, Boston; The National Archives, London-Kew; the Czech National Archive
(Narodni archiv, Praha); The Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Archiv ministerstva
zahrani¢nich véci); as well as the Security Services Archive (Archiv bezpe¢nostnich slozek).

This methodological variety enabled Dr. Koura to not only unpack the national, regional and
international diplomatic dynamics that shaped these dramatic decades in Cypriot history, but it
also allowed him to reflect on often neglected factors which shape international events. These
include propaganda, economic interests, ideology, dynamics between domestic and regional
actors, rivalries within and among key external actors including the UK and the US. For instance,
Czechoslovakia’s arms sales are highlighted as a crucial factor in its international engagements.
Dr. Koura’s comprehensive approach ensures that these multifaceted influences are integrated
into a cohesive narrative, revealing the intricate layers of international relations during the Cold
War.

This thesis on the international history of the ‘Cyprus question’ is exceptionally well-written,
demonstrating a clear, articulate narrative that guides the reader through complex historical
events with ease. Dr. Koura’s balanced approach ensures that multiple perspectives are
considered, providing a nuanced understanding of the political and social dynamics at play. The
author skillfully integrates a broad variety of sources, ranging from primary documents to key
scholarly articles and historical analyses. This comprehensive sourcing not only lends credibility



to the work but also enriches the narrative, offering depth and context. The careful synthesis of
these diverse materials results in a detailed and authoritative account of Cyprus’s modern history.
Dr. Koura demonstrates a strong command of language, using precise and evocative descriptions
that bring the history of the multiple crises that unfolded in Cyprus to life. Each section is well-
organised, contributing to a cohesive and logical progression of ideas. The writing maintains a
balance between storytelling and academic rigor, ensuring that the content is both informative
and captivating. Overall, the piece stands out for its clarity, coherence, and engaging
presentation, making it a pleasure to read.

In conclusion, I wholeheartedly endorse Dr. Koura’s application for habilitation and his
application for the position of an associate professor. His habilitation thesis is a testament of his
scholarly excellence and potential for continued significant contributions to the field of
international and ‘new’ Cold War history. I recommend Dr. Koura for habilitation without
reservation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information.

Sincerely,

Dr Daniela Richterova

Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in Intelligence Studies
Department of War Studies

King’s College London

Daniela.richterova@kcl.ac.uk
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