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Evaluation of the Habilitation Thesis submitted by
PhDr. Jan Koura, PhD on the topic: “Rozdéleny ostrov.

Studenavalka a ,kyperska otazka” vietech 1960-1974"

Submitting a habilitation thesis on the history of the
division of Cyprus during the Cold War in 2024 plays with
the symbolic power of two anniversaries: first, the
codification of the island's division half a century ago,
and second, the accession of the southern part of the
island to the European Union two decades ago. Both
events occurred in the slippstream of "big world
politics": 1974 at a time when global détente was the
trend in the Cold War, and 2004 when the EU's "Eastern
Enlargement"” marked the overcoming of the bloc
division caused by the Cold War. The latter event is only
briefly mentioned in the part "Endless Epilogue" at the
end of the present work. The focus, however, is on the
prelude and events leading to the title-giving division of

the island into a Turkish North and Greek South. This
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main part begins with the independence from Britain
achieved in 1960. In the preceding sections, a well
readable retrospective is provided on the eventful
history of the third-largest Mediterranean island since
the time of the Crusades. At the very beginning, there is
a brief insight into the state of recent literature on the
Cold War and the "Cyprus Question" (consistently placed
in quotation marks in the text). Here, the focus on
predominantly English-language research on classical
diplomatic history or international history is as evident

as the relative absence of Greek and/or Turkish works.

The text of the submitted work is not new. Jan Koura
already published a book with the identical title in
Prague in 2019. In 2021, it appeared in Greek in Athens.
The Czech manuscript of this version, expanded with
some newly accessible sources of Czechoslovak origin,
was completed in 2023 and submitted as a habilitation
thesis. The author had already been engaged with the
Greek-Turkish disputes over Cyprus for many years. His
first publications on the topic date back to the year of
his PhD graduation in 2009. With a temporal focus on
the years 1945-1953 and the US foreign policy towards
the later NATO partners Greece and Turkey (members
since 1952), a first monograph was published in Prague
in 2013. English articles followed, some already covering
the period of investigation in the present text and

utilizing the newly examined sources on Czechoslovakia's
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policy regarding the Cyprus Question. This latter aspect,
in particular, is reflected in the submitted work. In the
sections on the time before 1960, however, some

passages became at times too elaborate.

Jan Koura succeeds in making the international
complexity of the Cyprus Question during the Cold War
interactions comprehensible by combining archival
material, secondary literature, source editions, and
politicians' memories. The synthesis of events on the -
analytically separable - national, ideological, and
international levels forms a coherent overall picture. In
the discussions about the role Czechoslovakia played as
a "small actor," new insights are provided. This is
especially true for the extensive arms deliveries from
Prague to the Republic of Cyprus. Without these,
according to the author, Archbishop Makarios, referred
to as the "Castro of the Mediterranean," could not have
remained in power in 1972. However, the noticeable
continuity of Prague's policy on the Cyprus Question
before and after the Warsaw Pact troops' invasion in

August 1968 is not explained.

The author compensates this unreflected gap by
skillfully linking the Cyprus Question with the major
conflict situations of the Cold War in the eastern

Mediterranean region and on a global scale. He certainly
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benefited from the discussions in the Cold War Research
Group, which he leads at the Faculty of Arts of Charles
University in Prague. For instance, one learns about
Makarios's trip to China in 1972, only two months after
the groundbreaking visit of US Secretary of State
Kissinger. The assessment that Washington was at a
loss regarding the open confrontation between
members on the southeastern flank of NATO is
convincing against the backdrop of the stalemated war
in Vietnam. The Soviet Union also did not want to
intervene in the interest of détente. The author then
illuminates the resulting scope for action for

Czechoslovakia based on sources found in Prague.

To summ up, | recommend the faculty to accept the
work submitted by Dr. Jan Koura as a habilitation thesis

- doporuduji habilitaéni praci k dal$imu Fizeni.

Prof. Dr. Frank Hadler



