Abstract

This thesis examines the possibilities of tourism development in the specially protected
area of the Krkonose National Park (KRNAP) and at its borders. The aim was to find out what
is the role of the national park, and its borders have in the perception of tourism development.
The research included a selection of municipalities within and beyond the boundaries of the
national park. Furthermore, came the investigation of how municipality representatives
perceive tourism development with the reference to their activities inside or outside the borders
of the Krkonose National Park.

The framing research question was “What is the role of the Krkonose National Park and
its boundaries in the perception of tourism development?”. Theoretical background focused on
the relationship between tourism and regional development, the impact of tourism on specially
protected areas and the role of protected area boundaries in the regional development. The
research was carried out on the Czech border line side of the Krkono$e National Park in selected
municipalities by collecting and analysing secondary tourism data, and the empirical part was
further conducted through thematic analysis of semi-structured interviews and self-participant
observation in the localities. The respondents became local actors in the field of tourism, mainly

mayors or other representatives of the selected municipalities.

Within the empirical part of the research, the results are evaluated and then discussed,
showing that the municipalities beyond the boundaries of the national park dispose of wider
development opportunities not only at the individual level, but also at the regional level.
Simultaneously, the municipalities are subjects to fewer limits in the field of infrastructure
expansion contributing to tourism development. Also, they do not perceive significantly

barriers in the effectiveness of communication with the national park administration.
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