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1. TOPIC AND OBJECTIVE (short information on the thesis, research objective): 

 

The assessed thesis examines the persecution of queer individuals under Nazi rule with a specific focus 

on the Gestapo prison in Terezín. It investigates how legal structures and institutional practices 
criminalized queer men in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. The objective is to reconstruct both 

the legal frameworks and microhistorical dynamics that shaped queer experiences during the Holocaust. 

Specific questions asked by the author are: “What legal mechanisms were in place to persecute queer 

men in the Protectorate? How did they develop and how were they applied? What were the institutional 

dynamics of the system of persecution and locations of imprisonment?” (page 12). 

 

2. CONTENT (complexity, original approach, argument, structure, theoretical and 

methodological backing, work with sources, appropriateness of annexes etc.): 

 

The thesis is exceptionally rich in content, offering detailed legal, institutional, and biographical analysis 

through archival research. It integrates historiographical gaps with in-depth case studies that reflect the 

fragmented nature of queer persecution. The author applies a complex methodology, blending legal 

theory, queer studies, and microhistory. The argument is coherent, insightful, and supported by both 

primary documents and secondary literature.  

 

3. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE (quality of language, citation style, graphics, formal 

aspects etc.): 

 

The thesis is written in clear academic English with high stylistic quality. The structure is logical; the 

chapters and sub-chapters are well organized (albeit maybe too numerous). All citations follow academic 

norms; the bibliography is also appropriately formatted. Minor typographical issues do not detract from 

the overall high quality of presentation. 

 

4. STATEMENT ON THE ORIGINALITY OF THE THESIS 

 

The thesis has been checked using URKUND anti-plagiarism software and shows no indication of 

plagiarism. 

 

5. SHORT COMMENTS BY THE REVIEWER (overall impression, strengths and weaknesses, 

originality of ideas, achievement of the research objective etc.): 

 

This is an outstanding thesis that demonstrates rigorous research and academic maturity. It fills a 

significant gap in Holocaust and queer history by documenting a rarely studied aspect of Nazi 

persecution. The author’s ability to handle biographical topics with intellectual depth and respect is 

commendable. This text should serve as the foundation for future academic publication and/or ongoing 

graduate research within the field of contemporary history. 

 



6. QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED DURING THE 

DEFENSE: 

 

1. How did the regional specific nature of queer persecution in the Protectorate compare to other 

occupied territories? 

2. What challenges did you encounter when interpreting archival sources with implicit or coded 

language? 

3. How do you reflect on the use of the term “queer” in a historical context where self-identification was 

not possible? 

 

7. (NON-)RECOMMENDATION AND SUGGESTED GRADE:   

 

I recommend this thesis to defense without any reservations and strongly suggest “A” grade. I would 

like to draw the attention of the jury to the qualities of this text and advocate for other possible 

commendations. 
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