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1. TOPIC AND OBJECTIVE

The thesis addresses the legal frameworks and institutional mechanisms involved in the
persecution of queer men in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, with a focus on
microhistorical case studies from the Gestapo prison in Terezin. Its main objective is to
examine archival sources to reconstruct patterns of criminalisation and incarceration, and to
understand the interplay between legal norms and institutional practices in a specific regional
context.

2. CONTENT

This thesis is a significant and timely contribution to the growing body of work on the
persecution of queer individuals under National Socialism, with a commendable emphasis on
a largely neglected regional case study. The author demonstrates a solid command of the
historiography and offers original insights, particularly through the use of underexplored
archival material. The structure is coherent, and the research questions are systematically
addressed.

However, it must be noted that the thesis does not engage with the seminal work of Alexander
Zinn, whose research is central to the field. In particular, the following two publications
should have been considered, at least critically:

o Zinn, Alexander. “Homophobie und méannliche Homosexualitét in
Konzentrationslagern.” In: Homophobie und Devianz, ed. Insa Eschebach, Metropol,
2012, pp. 79-96.

o Zinn, Alexander. “Homosexuellenverfolgung im Nationalsozialismus. Ideologische
Grundlagen und Verfolgungspraxis im Reich und in den besetzten Gebieten.” In:
Triduum Historicum, Wroclaw 2022, pp. 62-74.

This omission represents a missed opportunity for deeper engagement with existing
scholarship, especially concerning the intersection of ideology and camp practices.

Moreover, while the case studies are well-executed, they appear only in the final quarter of
the thesis (from page 37 onward). Given their empirical and historiographical value, they
deserve a more prominent place and greater space in the work’s overall architecture.




3. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE

The thesis is written in a clear and accessible academic English. Formal aspects such as
footnotes, citations, and bibliography are largely handled correctly. There are occasional
minor lapses in phrasing and syntax, but they do not detract from overall readability. The
citation style is consistent, and the appendices and archival references are appropriate and
well-documented.

4. STATEMENT ON THE ORIGINALITY OF THE THESIS

The thesis was checked by the Turnitin/URKUND/Theses anti-plagiarism software and was
found to be free of plagiarism. The originality of the archival research and the microhistorical
focus is to be emphasised.

5. SHORT COMMENTS BY THE REVIEWER

This is a well-researched and thoughtfully structured bachelor’s thesis that demonstrates the
student’s capacity for independent research, critical engagement with primary sources, and
clear historical argumentation. The microhistorical approach, combined with a solid legal-
historical framework, yields important insights.

Nevertheless, the following critical remarks should be addressed:

o The introductory claim that “Still until today, people who step outside of the
heteronormative framework constructed by western societies are often met with
homophobia and ignorance” is problematic. It overlooks the fact that the very concept
of queer (homosexual) identity and queer (homosexual) rights emerged primarily in
Western societies. In contrast, many non-Western societies enforce far harsher
punishments, including the death penalty, for non-heteronormative behavior (e.g.,
Saudi Arabia, Iran).

» The absence of references to Alexander Zinn, a leading scholar in the field, weakens
the theoretical foundation.

e The most original part of the work — the case studies based on archival research —
comes too late and is underrepresented in the overall structure.

6. QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED DURING THE
DEFENCE

« How would the author integrate Alexander Zinn’s research into the argument and
analysis, particularly in regard to camp hierarchies and ideology?

o Could the author reflect on the role of Western vs. non-Western legal cultures in
shaping queer persecution and protection?

« Does the author plan to expand the empirical base (i.e., case studies) for further
research, and how might this affect the interpretation of regional patterns of
persecution?
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