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Anotace

Tato diplomova prace se vénuje roli online kultury a socialnich médiich pii formovani a
Sifeni incel ideologie pii zaméteni na vliv digitalniho prostoru pfi diskurzivnich procesech.
Zdrojem dat byla web-scrapingem vytézena komentarova vlakna z jednoho z nejaktivnéjsich
internetovych incel for. Data, jez jsem podrobil kritické diskurzivni analyze, se skladala
z komentéit, v nichz bylo zminéno téma socidlnich médii ¢i online kultury. Analyza
odhaluje zptsoby, kterym jsou diskurzy téchto dvou dimenzi ¢leny Incels.is komunity
reflektovany, pietvareny a internalizovany. Prace dochazi k zavéru, ze uzivatelé fora vnimaji
socialni média jako zvySujici nerovnost na tzn. dating market (sexuélnim trhu) kvtli dirazu
téchto platforem na fyzickou pfitazlivost. Online kultura je internalizovéana skrze zesilovani
kolektivni identity a zesilovani extremistickych tendenci. Uzivatelé fora vytvaii ptispévky o
socialnich médiich za Gcelem posilnéni pocit obéti a udrzeni fora v in-group a out-group
dynamice oproti zbytku mainstreamové spolec¢nosti. Internetovy obsah je cilen€ pfindSen na
stranku Incels.is k reakci, jez se primarné skldda z o¢ekavaného poboufeni ostatnich ¢lent,
kteti selektivné amplifikuji narativy prosazujici incel ideologii a v komentatich podnécuji

k dal$imu radikalnimu chovani.

Annotation

This thesis focuses on the role of online culture and social media in shaping and spreading
incel ideology while highlighting the importance of the digital space in discursive processes.
With the use of critical discourse analysis, I examine web-scraped data mined from one of
the most active incel forums. The data consists of comments in conversation threads where
the topic of social media or online culture was mentioned. The analysis explores ways in
which discourses of these two dimensions are reflected, reshaped and internalized by the
members of the Incels.is website community. The analysis concludes that the members of
the forum perceive social media as a tool that increases inequalities in the dating market due
to the emphasis it puts on physical attractiveness. Online culture is internalized through a
specific memetic terminology and rituals which are performed with the intention of
strengthening the collective identity and promoting extremist tendencies. Users on the forum
create posts about social media to reinforce feelings of victimhood and to reinterpret reality
through their ideological lens. This creates a division vis-a-vis the mainstream society and

maintains the forum in an in-group and out-group dynamic. Internet content is purposefully



brought to Incels.is for reactive purposes of other members with the intention of selectively

amplifying incel narratives and inciting further expressions of radical behavior.
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Introduction

Sociology has, for the longest time, focused on understanding processes and structures that
affect individuals and groups. One of the phenomena of the modern age is the impact of digital
culture and social media on the formation of identities and ideologies. The internet, through its
inherent traits of anonymity and connectivity, has allowed quick and easily accessible
spreading of thoughts, ideas and content. However, the above-mentioned traits of the internet
have also allowed the spreading of extremist ideas, radical ideologies, fake information and
content which in particular has been worsened by the recent rapid advancement of Al
technologies. This creates a unique problem of concealed dangers within society that are hard
to combat due to the online nature. These threats include spreading of extremist propaganda,
recruitment and mobilization by terrorist organizations as well as their fundraising or data
mining of personal information (Weimann, 2004). The incel subculture is an example of online
radicalization which is one of such modern hidden threats in our society. Furthermore, the incel
phenomenon reflects the problems of gender inequality and toxic masculinity, as well as deeper
structural questions regarding isolation, identity and the dynamic of modern digital cultures.
The study of incel ideology is therefore key for understanding how social and technological

changes affect radicalization and extremism in their new forms.

An incel (short for involuntarily celibate) is a member of an online subculture in which
one believes that due to his predispositions (mostly genetic ones) he is unable to attract a
romantic or a sexual partner. Incels hold the belief that since birth they have been held out of
the so-called dating market, which makes it impossible to find someone. What makes incels
radical is their belief that modern-day women (and not only them) are to be blamed for this
situation due to them controlling the dating market (Hart & Huber, 2023). The digital space
has enabled the formation of echo chambers, such as the Incel forums, within itself, which

potentially makes it an increasingly dangerous phenomenon (Sunstein, 2017).

This master thesis will try to uncover how incel ideology is shaped by discourse within
one of its biggest active forums. Two research questions I aim to answer are ‘How is the incel
ideology which is being discussed on the Incels.is forum shaped by online culture and social

media discourse?’ and ‘How are the external influences of online culture and social media



internalized in the Incels.is forum?’. The result of my thesis will be a characterization of how

outside influences affect the internal shaping of discourse in the Incels.is community.



1 Theoretical part

The aim of the theoretical part of this thesis is to create a coherent framework for
understanding the dynamics of the incel subculture within the context of social media and
digital culture as a whole. Within several thematic areas which have been separated into own
chapters, basic concepts will be introduced, establish detailed context and outline important
definitions which are needed for a deeper understanding of the incel culture. The goal will be
to explain through key concepts and theories how the online environment forms the ideology

of the users on Incels.is through the discourse and identity formation on the forum.

Firstly, I will be focusing on the role of online culture when forming the subculture
identity and the echo chambers phenomenon which promotes the spreading and reinforcement
of ideologies. Afterwards I will summarize the language intricacies and discourse of
ideological construction with examples of linguistic strategies and symbolism used in incel
communities. The next section will be map out the internalization process of online discourse
and the effect of social media on identity construction in incel forums. Lastly, I will present the
specifics of social media infrastructure such as the algorithmic spreading of content, roles of
the platform in the radicalization process and the effect of intervention from moderation on the
dynamics of these communities. Deeper analytical dive into these topics will help establish a
necessary framework for a better understanding and interpretation of empirical knowledge on

the discourse and content on the Incels.1s forums.

1.1 Incels, categorization

The term ‘involuntary celibate’ was first used in 1997 on a website called ‘Alana’s
Involuntary Celibacy Project’ which was a passion project created by a Canadian woman
named Alana. The intention behind the idea was to create a community for people who were
struggling in their lives to find a romantic partner (Taylor, 2018). It was only several years later
that the term incel had taken on its negative connotation of misogyny on forums like 4Chan

and Reddit (Cottee, 2021, p. 98).



Incel communities are mostly made of young white men living in western countries
such as the USA, Canada, or the western Europe. One of the common characteristics amongst
incels is their living situation, as most of them are living with their parents. Another one is no
previous experience with being in a romantic relationship with a woman. Part of the incel
community is also significant minority of Asians, Indians, or African Americans, even though
racism is common amongst incels. Prevalent characteristics of incel members are also mental
disorders, signs of autism or traumas which is where they intersect with lone-wolf terrorists

(Hoffman et al., 2020, p. 568).

The term incel is being used now more than ever as a self-identification of one’s life
situation which some have theorized could be linked to the recent wave of rising misogyny
discourse in digital spaces. Incels find themself in a radical center of the so-called
‘manosphere’, a misogynistic network of communities that seeks to answer what it means to
be a man in a society of the twenty-first century which has, in their eyes, inadvertently changed
by feminism. Communities that fall under the manosphere categorization include Pick Up
Artists (PUA), Men’s Rights Activists (MRA), Men Going Their Own Way (MGTOW) or
Traditional Christian Conservatives (Tomkinson et al., 2020). While the appeal of less toxic
groups consisting older demographic as PUA and MRA communities is decreasing, the more
extremist incels and MGTOW have seen prominent increase in their popularity (Ribeiro et al.,
2021). For example, Men Going Their Own Way advocate for the withdrawal of men from
romantic relationships with women to focus solely on themselves in solitude. This ties into a
general manospheric pseudo-scientific belief that women are biologically wired to seek only
the most attractive, rich, successful, and dominant men. This concept of an alpha male is what
made influencer and human-trafficking accused Andrew Tate one of the most searched people

in 2023.

All communities within the manosphere find the current state of the western world to
be falling apart due to the feminization of men and the uprise in feminine values in social
discourse which is overfilled with political correctness. According to the discourse in such
communities these issues within society are caused by the sexual and economic liberation of
women caused by the waves of feminism throughout the twentieth century (Tomkinson et al.,
2020). They advocate for the return of traditional family norms in which the man is the financial

provider and the woman is a housekeeper with no income, making women dependable on men.



Women are viewed and talked about by the manosphere as possessions of men rather than
people with free will. This objectification is often being incorporated with animalistic behavior
implying that women cannot help themselves but to act upon their urges such as being
irrational, overly emotional, and hyper monogamous. However, at the same time members of
the manosphere see women’s behavior as always premeditated, manipulative and exploitative.

They argue that due to this nature of women they must be dominated (Ging, 2019).

Incels and the rest of the manosphere also share a tendency to promote and discuss
conspiracy theories and pseudo-science on their platforms (Hart & Huber, 2023). However,
incels differ from the rest of the manosphere in that there is a direct link between the incel
community and acts of violence in forms of lone-wolf terrorism. In recent years, several
terrorist attacks have been committed by young males who had left behind manifestos in which
they write about their worldview and reasons for their acts. Texts within these scriptures in
some cases directly refer to the incel ideology as a source of justification and the community
as providers of support and courage. Even though the percentage of incels who decide to carry
out violent acts is very low (Cottee, 2021, p. 97), the community commonly celebrates these

attacks and tries to promote more acts of violence towards women.

1.1.1 Incel ideology

Ideology is a key sociological concept that shapes the worldviews of individuals and
creates a foundation of beliefs for different groups. For this thesis, the chosen definition of
ideology was the one used by Karl Marx in his seminal work The German Ideology (1846).
According to Marx, ideology does not only represent a set of ideas and beliefs that build an
individual’s worldview, but it also serves the ruling class by concealing the real power
dynamic, social structure and the struggle within it. Furthermore, ideologies reinforce the status
quo of already existing power structures and increase social inequalities even more. Marx’s
contemporary Friedrich Engels expanded on this idea by stating that ideologies are being
represented as universally true while serving a particular interest. Marx defines the ruling class
as the owners of the means of production. If we apply this definition to the incel ideology,

specifically its concept of a dating market, the ruling class can be defined as those who control



it. In this analogy, the incels, similarly to the Communists in the capitalistic system, view

themselves as those who are being exploited by the current unjust reproductive system.

Ideologies can lead one towards a path of radicalization, which can be defined as a
process of adopting extreme political, religious or social ideals that aim to undermine the
expressions of freedom of choice (Horgan, 2008). Radicalization can make a person change
his feelings and behavior by justifying violence towards the out-group and demand sacrifice in
defense of the in-group (McCauley & Moskalenko, 2008). Debbie Ging in her work Alphas,
Betas, and Incels: Theorizing the Masculinities of the Manosphere concludes that incel
radicalization is characterized by ‘hybrid masculinity’ politics that is based on antifeminism
which at the same time intersects with feelings of victimhood and ‘beta masculinity’. These
toxic characteristics together with involuntary celibacy differentiate hybrid masculinity from
the perhaps more known hegemonic masculinity that aims to maintain male dominance over

women.

Current research done by Ging (2019) into ideology differences between Incels and the
rest of the manosphere concludes that both sides believe in the concept of the ‘red pill’, which
is a metaphor inspired by the blockbuster movie Matrix (1999). In this post-apocalyptic movie,
Neo, the main character whose name is an anagram for the ‘One’, has a choice to make. After
learning several revelations about the dream-like world he lives in, he can either take a blue
pill, go to sleep and forget all that happened, or take the red pill, wake up and see the world for
what it really is. Similarly to Neo in Matrix, members of the manosphere feel like they have
chosen the red pill and decided to wake up from the fake world to the real one. Followers of
the red pill theory believe that the world is unjust, unfair towards men due to the rise of
feminism and that men in current society face oppression and exploitation (Hart & Huber,
2023). The terms ‘bluepilled’ and ‘redpilled’ are being used in these communities as a
discursive tool to explain whether someone is part of the in-group that accepts the ‘revealed’
nature of modern-day women and our society or if one is part of the out-group that never woke

up and still lives in the ‘dream’ world.

However, where incel differs from the rest of the manosphere, is that the Matrix analogy
was extended to include more ‘pills’ such as the more optimistic purple pill and whitepill or

the more radical rapepill or blackpill. These pills are meant to describe one’s position towards



their personal life situation and can act as a radicalization scale as to where they stand on the
level of dedication to the incel ideology. Blackpill can be described as the most dangerous one
because it makes one believe that there is no possible change to their situation, and one must
simply accept their fate and ‘rot away’ their existence. On forums where, due to the nature of
the site, the most active incel members are blackpilled and the ones that are not are being bullied
by the blackpilled users for being naive and not extreme enough in their worldview.
Furthermore, there is a strong advocacy for violence towards women within the incel ideology
that is commonly being normalized on their forums. These toxic aspects of the incel ideology

differentiate it from the rest of the manosphere (Tomkinson et al., 2020, p. 154).

At the core of the incel worldview is a concept called ‘lookism” — a belief that the
society is structured by physical appearance into several groups which one is born into. At the
top of the hierarchy are the ‘Chads’ and ‘Stacys’, a small group of alpha, dominant men and
women that rule the ‘dating market’. Most of the population consists of so-called ‘normies’,
‘normal average looking’ people who do not have a problem finding a romantic partner and
who usually ‘settle’ for approximately the same looking counterpart after several years,
typically around their 30°s (Maxwell et al., 2020, p. 1858). While incels consider themselves
to be at the bottom of the hierarchy, how much an incel’s life is ‘over’ depends on how much
he is blackpilled. Therefore, even with all incels being at the bottom of the hierarchy, there is
a scale for how bad one’s personal situation depending on the amount of radicalization the

member has gone through.
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- Figure 3 from Baele et al., 2019.
- Schematic representation of the categorical structure of the InCel worldview. Size of
shapes represent population size, color represent gender (blue = men; purple =

women)

1.1.2 Incel extremism

While a link between lone-wolf terrorist acts and incels has already been established,
considering the rise in such attacks in recent years, this topic needs to be examined deeper to
understand the potential threat it poses for the future if left ignored. Due to their decentralized
nature and often solitary radicalization process, lone-wolf attacks present a difficult challenge
for authorities and society to fight against (Zimmerman et al., 2018). While there have been
many such online ideology-based attacks that have resulted in real-life harm, none have been
more notable than the Isla Vista shooting of 2014. The attack was carried out by a 22-year-old
man, nicknamed ‘Supreme Gentleman’ by the incel community after news of his written
manifesto broke out (Baele et al., 2019). In the 141-page long text he mentioned that he visited

incel subforums and sympathized with those on the forum struggling with romantic



experiences. Incels consider the attacker’s manifesto as a hagiography, a sacred text which is
only a small part of the beatification of the attacker as an incel saint. (Witt, 2020, p. 5). He is
viewed as a martyr and a prophet to the incel community that has made the “necessary step”

and sacrificed himself for the greater good.

In the aftermath of the 2018 Toronto mass murdering car attack, a young white man
was arrested and taken into custody, where the attacker spoke on record mentioning the Isla
Vista shooter as an inspiration for his act ‘... [ was starting to feel radicalized at that time...’
‘meaning, 1 felt it was time to take action and not just sit on the sidelines and to just fester in
my own sadness.’. In the same interrogation video, the 25-year-old Canadian referred to terms
such as beta uprising and incel rebellion. He later talks about his desire to inspire others in a
similar situation ‘...7o repeat the same actions... to overthrow society.’. Blackpilled incels refer
to such attacks as holy retribution for injustices of the modern world on incels. Furthermore,
they view themselves as the chosen ones in the fight against male marginalization in the
hegemonic society. It is through such reasoning that incels try to justify the violence with the

ultimate goal being the male recultivation (Witt, 2020).

The radical nature of the incel ideology and blackpill has already been explored in this
thesis, however that is not the only way in which toxic speech is spread within the incel
community. The interactions on incel forums are based on collective grief and spreading hate.
While on its own the first is not as problematic as the latter, it becomes problematic when the

ideology is transforming the energy from grieving into blaming and toxic behavior.

Misogyny on incel forums can be seen everywhere, however, to better understand its
effects and implications, studies such as Stacys, Beckys, and Chads: the construction of
femininity and hegemonic masculinity within incel rhetoric (2022) by Lauren Menzie have
been using femmephobia as a frame for its analysis. Femmephobia can be understood as a
widespread systematic oppression of femininity and traits perceived as feminine. Where
femmephobia differs from misogyny is that while misogyny specifically targets women
because of their gender, femmephobia can target anyone regardless of their gender that
expresses femininity. Establishing this frame helps to uncover how incel communities regulate
and devaluate femininity in their discussions. Menzie concludes that online incel communities

produce systemic femmephobia through the manner in which members interact, where they



create symbolic figures constructed through their gender under the scrutiny of male gaze.
Through these means, incels seek to gain prescribed status and power which is in their view
obtained by acquiring a romantic or sexual female companion that serves to validate their

masculinity in the eyes of other men.

The incel jargon is based around pop culture and mythological references,
pseudoscientific expressions as well as terms from evolutionary biology (Wasniewska, 2020).
However, misogynistic derogatory terms and ideological agenda dominate their conversations.
In the incel vocabulary, women are referred to as ‘roasties’ which is a slang term aiming to hint
at women’s promiscuity causing her vulva to visually appear like a roast beef sandwich.
Misogynistic slang for women is also being shaped by racist terms such as ‘noodlewhores’ for
Asian women or ‘currywhores’ for Indian. Terms ‘ropefuel’ or ‘ragefuel’ referring to acts,
information or events that fills incels with hopelessness and hatred, exemplify the radical aspect
of their speech. ‘Bone smash theory’, a violent method of ‘looksmaxxing’ (maximizing one’s
physical appearance), intends to indicate that bones grow when exposed to repeated trauma
(Preston et al., 2021, p. 830). This very specific and toxic way of online speech represents how
members of incel communities spread their radical ideology through the usage of hate speech

and how pseudoscientific information spreads on the forum.

Beside the incels, the recent rise of white supremacy, toxic masculinity or anti-feminism
creates a difficult situation in terms of potential threats due to the online nature of these
phenomenon. Incels and the far-right extremists have similar positions on traditional societal
norms for men and women, absolutism of free speech or the effects of immigration on western
countries (Cottee, 2021, p. 97). Furthermore, incels often use the same conspiracy theories and
terms as the alt-right including arguments for racial purity of the western countries such as the
United States of America, Canada or the United Kingdom where most of the members of such
communities reside (Hoffman et al., 2020, p. 568). Incels and the alt-right communities have
been sharing the one online platform called 4chan in the early beginning of incel subculture,
which is partly why these two groups share similar worldviews. But it should be mentioned
that incels and the radical right do not share opinions on all matters as for example, incels
acknowledge climate change and its effects on the environment. However, it is fair to question
whether the reason is that such issues fit well with the fatalism that gets promoted by their

ideology.



1.2 Online identity, discourse and internalization

Discourse is a structured form of language that constructs reality and conveys meaning
to a certain group of people about their specific interests. The influence of societal structures
on discourse was already theorized by Foucault (1972) who emphasized that discourse shapes
and is shaped by it, which influences how truth is perceived. The concept of discourse has been
broadened after the technological advancements that brought forth to the digital
communication that we know today. Computer-mediated communication such as social media,

chat rooms or digital platforms, which is the focus of this thesis, online forums.

Internet culture is characterized by its participatory creation and circulation of content,
which creates a complex ecosystem of shared symbolic practices where individuals are
spreading cultural artifacts that are constantly being transformed and recontextualized
(Shifman, 2014). The network technology has helped to create a “networked individualism”
that has moved societal structure from group clusters to individuals which are loosely
connected by personal networks though digital technologies (Quan-Haase & McCay-Peet,
2017). Online discourse is defined by its memetic properties in which cultural units are
constantly spreading and evolving through imitation and transformation. Another important
dynamic of online communication is that it adapts to the technological possibilities and power

structures.

Internet forums such as Incels.is are based on collective communication where
community’s ideology is being shaped and reinforced by influences of online culture. The
digital space changed the dynamic of discourse making it more interactive, multimodal and
anonymous (Herring, 2004). Furthermore, the anonymous nature of online platforms promotes
the willingness to express beliefs that would otherwise be marginalized in an offline setting.
This aspect of anonymity creates a potential breeding ground for the spreading of false
information without any responsibility. Incel communities in general can be characterized as
“toxic technocultures” which is a term coined by Adrienne Massanari (2015). Toxic
technoculture can be defined as a community that is facilitated by sociotechnical networks and

at the same time uses them to spread harassment of others.



The online and semi-closed nature of the incel community makes it susceptible to the
echo chamber phenomenon, which refers to social spaces where its members are only exposed
to opinions and (mis)information provided by like-minded individuals. The echo chamber
reinforces its members’ beliefs and makes it more likely for them to become more radical due
to their normalization. This effect creates an opinion feedback loop, where it is impossible to
interact with different worldviews and therefore critically evaluate their own opinions
(Sunstein, 2017). Echo chambers can be, as is the case in the incel community, reinforced
through active moderation to maintain ideological purity by disregarding or banning different
opinions and on the other side putting forward voices that align with the incel ideology. The
anonymized aspect of the forum makes it also more likely for the members of echo chambers
to voice more extreme and radical opinions while due to the non-face-to-face interactions

suppressing empathy and increasing dehumanization (Suler, 2004).

Echo chambers also play a part in the creation of their own jargon with the community
that no one else, besides its members, understand. The pill analogies or the hierarchical division
into ‘Chads’, ‘Stacys’ and ‘normies’ are not just convenient terminology for the incels; instead,
they represent powerful symbols that shape the incel worldview. Chad and Stacy are not merely
just random words but carefully thought-out archetypes that aim to symbolize a larger concept
in the incel ideology (Preston et al., 2021). Chad and Stacy are names chosen by the incels
because from their point of view, they represent the prototypical high school couple of a jock
frat masculine man and a beautiful young woman that every man desires. These names were
chosen because of the pop-culture influence in the high school drama movies where typically
the bully jock would be named Chad, and he would be dating a cheerleader named Stacy.
Within the incel community these terms therefore represent attractive, sexually active members

of society that dominate the dating market.

Symbolic interactionism that has been developed by George Herbert Mead (1934) and
expanded by Herbert Blumer (1969) can help us unveil the way in which members of a
subculture interact with each other through the creation and usage of symbols. Meanings
behind these symbols which are derived from social interactions are then used to construct and
interpret the social reality. The Chad and Stacy symbolism has already been explored, however
the incel slang is full of similar representations through which incels stream their ideologies.

Another example is the usage of the shortcut LDAR (short for lay down and rot) in relation to



a member’s personal life, as it exemplifies the blackpill radicalization process that happens
once a member perceives to lose hope about changing his situation (Green et al., 2023).
Furthermore, through this theory the collective identity within the incel community can be
explained. Within the incel forums, a strong sense of tribalism has formed through the above-
mentioned aspects of interactions on these platforms. While this happens within many other
echo-chambered communities, for the incels this results in reinforcing the feelings of
victimhood and alienation from the rest of the society, making the members become more

rooted in their incel beliefs and more prone to radicalization.

A similar process of social identity formation through symbolic interactions has already
been defined by the Social Identity Theory, originally conceptualized by Tajfel and Turner in
1979. Incels have a strong in-group classification that is based on involuntary sexual celibacy
while they view everyone else as the out-group. According to this theory, members aim to
create and sustain a positive social identity through redefining other dimensions to fit their
worldviews (Hogg & Abrams, 1988). For example, this manifests within the incel community
by incels portraying themselves as the intellectual elite that has seen through the morally
depraved society, while also viewing themselves as subhuman based on their looks and the
inability to find a romantic or a sexual partner. Members of in-groups often become
depersonalized through interactions by adopting beliefs shared by other members causing them
to lose their sense of individualism. Furthermore, as Tajfel and Turner suggest, when a group
seals its boundaries, it makes the identification with the group even stronger (Tajfel & Turner,
1979). Incels do this by adopting a fatalistic extremist worldview of the blackpill which we

could view as identity protection.

Adoption of norms as a part of the internalization process has been theorized by
Talcott Parsons to be crucial in the socialization of an individual. Internalization is a process
of accepting a set of norms and values of others by learning them or complying with them
through unconscious assimilation. Parsons (1951) argues that both internalization and
socialization are based on interactions that happen in different institutions. The unconscious
part of these processes happens in childhood when we are trying to learn what the norms are,
after which one adopts them as their own. Robert K. Merton (1968) argues that role models
speed up and promote these processes through identification with an individual who they

respect and therefore want them to accept them. Internalization can be viewed as the result of



social integration which on online forums is driven by discourse among its members. The
analysis will be examining the effect of outside online culture on expressions and hints of an

ideology in members’ comments.

2 Methodology

2.1 The process of data collection

The source of the data which will be analyzed in this thesis are user comments
datamined from website Incels.is, one of the most active incel internet forums. Original
metadata, which is publicly available at GESIS, contained conversation threads posted from
November 2017 to November 2022 (Wedel, 2023), and was used for study of extremism and
conversation dynamics (e.g. COVID-19 and radicalization potential among misogynist
extremists - the rejuvenating effect of the first lockdown (Wedel & Coufal, 2025)). I was granted
access to the extended version of this data while collaborating on research colloquium with
Mgr. Linda Coufal on a larger study named How misogynist and far-right narratives are
connected to issues of environmentalism (Coufal, forthcoming) which is focused on misogynist
extremism in relation to far-right and climate science denialism. For the purposes of this study,
this timeframe has been extended and data mined again from November of 2017 and till the

end of August 2024.

The forum Incels.is was created shortly after the ban of the subreddit section called
/t/Incels in November 2017 (Ribeiro et al., 2021, p. 198). To join the community on Incels.is,
one must write a motivation letter to the moderators of the forum in which he states his
intentions for joining, describing his life situation and where he would categorize himself on
the pill scale. Women are not allowed to join the forum as the rules of the forum strictly forbid

them to enter. Furthermore, the forum displays strong levels of toxicity (Ribeiro et al., 2021).

The chosen method for data collection was web scraping of the publicly visible part of
comments posted on the Incels.is forum. Acquired data consists of 6 194 904 messages posted
by 14 703 unique users active on the forum between November of 2017 and the end of August
2024. Overall, this data contains 299 120 unique conversation threads. Web scraping is a data

collection method mostly used for harvesting online citations (Lotfi et al., 2021). Code created



for this specific data collection was written in Python and library Requests was utilized to gain
access to individual websites of the forum and to download the HTML code. Library
BeautifulSoup handled the processing of HTML code, library Pandas generated and managed
the database, while library NumPy cooperated with work on NULL answers. Pandas and
NumPy are state-of-the-art libraries for Python designed for manipulation with 2D data
matrixes and calculus, respectively. Both are considered essential for data analysis in Python

(Rayhan et al., 2023).

Web scraping can be defined as a process of data extraction from websites using
software. As a data collection tool, it allows researchers to gather information from illegally
operating websites or even Darknet, which is largely the reason why it was chosen. The use of
modern technologies for research purposes allows the elimination of mistakes in manual entries
which make web scraped data more accurate and consistent (Khder 2021). Most incel-related
studies that are analyzing comments on forums typically use some form of web-scraping data

collection tool (Ribeiro et al., 2021; Baele et al., 2019).
2.2 The process of data filtration

To make the work with the data more efficient, the number of comments was lowered
to create a representative working sample. Selected comments were also filtered with the
intention of answering the following research questions: ‘How is the incel ideology which is
being discussed on the Incels.is forum shaped by online culture and social media discourse?’
and ‘How are the external influences of online culture and social media internalized in the

Incels.is forum?’.

The filtration process began with identifying the two main dimensions within my two
research questions — social media and online culture. For both dimensions I chose 6 keywords
that represented them during the initial filtration. For the ‘Social media’ dimension I chose the
following keywords: social media, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Tinder, influencer.
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter were chosen as the biggest active social media platforms on the
internet. Tinder was chosen for its relevance to the topic of incels relies in its focus on creating

romantic and sexual relationships. The words “social media” and “influencer” serve as control



variables that help us include only those conversation threads that are revolving around the

social media topic.

For the second dimension titled ‘Online culture’ the keywords were: reddit, 4chan,
meme, youtube, twitch, stream. These keywords were selected after reviewing current
academic research into the incel community and the internet culture. Reddit and 4chan are two
communities which originally hosted the largest incel communities and they both became
infamous for their significant influence on the internet culture. The term meme has transcended
its purely online origin and became a unit of cultural transmission (Miltner, 2018). Youtube,
Twitch and stream are the most relevant references to the world of online streaming platforms

which have been growing in relevance.

Initial filtration through keywords reduced the dataset to the following number of unique

threads for both dimensions:

Online culture Social media

Number of Number of Number of Number of
keywords threads keywords threads

1 78180 1 37050

2 15813 2 7090

3 3141 3 1583

4 572 4 445

5 93 5 77

6 6 6 3




Both filtration steps were performed in Python with the intention of creating a working
sample that is the most relevant for answering the research questions at hand. This was done
by analyzing only threads that mention and therefore revolve around the 2 main dimensions
that help represent both research questions. Filtration by keywords helped reduce the dataset
from 299 120 unique conversation threads that were created on the Incels.is forum to 115 230
conversation threads. To create a working sample, a final selection process was performed via
the computing algorithm based on the number of keywords mentioned. This final filtration
method was constructed by selecting those conversation threads which contain at least 5 or
more keywords within them. This resulted in the number of unique threads forming a
representative sample of slightly below 100 for each dimension, making the final number of

threads used for analysis 170.

Filtration by selecting only conversation threads with 5 or more keywords mentioned reduced

the dataset to the following numbers of unique threads for both dimensions:

Online culture Social media
Number of mentioned Number of mentioned
Number of threads Number of threads
keywords keywords
5 93 5 77
6 6 6 3

2.3 Method of analysis

Secondary analysis has become an increasingly valuable and viable research method,
especially when considering the continuously growing amount of available online data.
However, key steps — namely of developing research questions, identifying appropriate

datasets and addressing ethical use of data as well as limitations over its control — need to be



followed to properly ensure its validity (Johnston, 2014). The first two steps have already been

completed in previous chapters, below I will elaborate on the last two steps.

A reduced dataset of scraped comments will undergo a discourse analysis which is
typically used to find indications of ideology within cultural texts. Discourses can be
understood as social practices of communication that articulate meanings, values and ideas
(Hall, Evans & Nixon, 2013; Fairclough, 1995; Foucault, 1969). Discourse analysis focuses on
examining power dynamics and persuasion strategies that form and legitimize these practices
of speech. Furthermore, it seeks to uncover how discourses through the repetition of specific
speech patterns are being morphed into “productive performances” (Butler, 2011; Gill, 1996).
In this thesis, an examination and contextualization of word connotations within the forum
messaging will be conducted. Through these steps, a broader ideological and historical incel
context will be inserted and applied. The analysis of the social discourse contained within the
forum comments will also consider sociocultural perspective and the power structure while
taking into account possible ‘troll’ online behavior. To ensure ethical use of the data, all
comments used are from publicly displayed part of the Incels.is forum and will be anonymized,

never using the author’s pseudonym.

I will be using Fairclough’s (1995) framework for critical discourse analysis (CDA)
which consists of three dimensions and aims to combine micro, meso and macro-level
interpretations. These levels are focused on textual dimensions, discursive practice and social
practices, respectively. At the micro-level I will delve deeper into the linguistic features of the
comments posted by incel members. The focal point of the macro-level will be the broader
context of the incel ideology and societal shifts that affect the topics at hand, namely online
culture and social media. Even though, by the nature of the data being conversation threads is
somewhat restricting towards the impact scale of the meso-level, the analysis can nevertheless

track the production and structural aspect of sharing and commenting within them.

The content of the analysis itself will be divided into sections based on the defined
dimensions. Furthermore, keywords for both dimensions will serve as further guidance for the
trajectory of the analysis. Attention will be given to all the keywords, dissecting them from all
relevant angles. To deliver a comprehensive analysis, comments will be contextualized within

the thread assuming that they are a part of the broader discussion. If during the analysis I



repeatedly discover words that were not part of the keywords but are relevant to the topic of
online culture or social media, I will include them in the analysis and contextualize them. To
correctly interpret the conversation threads properly, I will be using concepts discussed in the
theoretical section as part of my analysis, nevertheless I will not limit my analysis only to those
used in previous sections. Therefore, if additional theoretical concepts fit onto the perceived

phenomena, I will also apply those to expand the analysis.

3 Analysis

3.1 Shaping of ideology by social media and online culture

3.1.1 Eftects of social media

The part of the dataset filtered down by the social media dimension shows a widespread
belief amongst incels that social media platforms have revolutionized the world of dating in a
fundamental way. Incels view that this technological change has been to the detriment of less

physically attractive men.

One user articulates this sentiment in the following cryptic formula: “Social
media+cuckssHONK HONK?”. This micro-level expression by one of the users insinuates that
social media presence distorts women’s perception of self-worth and increases their dating
options. Cucks are short for cuckolds and HONK is an interjection made by a clown, implying
that the current state of the society is absurd. “Nowadays, every foid even those who are below
average have followers on cuckgram which can't stop complimenting her and sliding in her
dms”. Incels perceive that mere women’s online existence inflates their self-worth and
increases their pool of potential romantic partners. According to incels, social media plays a
key role in this aspect; they view platforms focused on personal presentation like Instagram or
Tinder as arenas in which women have considerably more power over men and which they
exploit to their advantage. That narrative further contributes to the misogynistic discursive

practices that are frequently performed in this community.



The impact of dating applications such as Tinder has often been cited by the members
of the incel community on Incels.is as a source of frustration. These emotions, exacerbating
feelings of exclusion and resentment in incels, come mainly from the opinion that women have
it “easier” in modern society when it comes to making a romantic connection. “Tinder was the
nail in the coffin, but things were already getting really bad once foids could text Chads”, a
user states. Incels through similar comments often imply that due to the technological
advancements of the last 20 years, the inequality in the dating market has increased.
Furthermore, they argue that mobile phones, social media and dating applications have all
contributed to the upsurge of hypergamy amongst young people. While one might think
everyone should benefit from such as trend, incels believe that 20% of men are “hoarding”
80% of women, which only want these men in return. All these findings align with the concept
of lookism, a core part of the incel ideology. However, social media appears to be viewed by

them as an easy tool for women to gain social value in society.

Traces of blackpill can be found within many of these comments: “I have no idea what
I'm doing in life. I will turn 20 this year and I already wish I was 60. I want to retire and not
give a shit about my career or anything else. The world is going to shit and I feel completely
powerless to even fix something as simple as my own life.” These feelings of isolation and
fatalistic worldview are woven into commentary about the impact of social media on incel
members. “Every time ['ve watched Instagram or YouTube Shorts I want to shoot myself.
Young people enjoying their lives, going on vacation or just graduated. While I'm sitting in my

room depressed and having suicidal thoughts.”

On the macro-level, such comments are aligned with the results of modern studies into
the mental health of social media users which are highlighting their negative effects such as
feelings of loneliness, depression or thoughts of suicide or self-harm (Sadagheyani & Tatari,
2021). However, the impact of social media appears to be even far more reaching on incels as
the comments indicate a prevailing sense of alienation from the rest of the society: “I literally
have had very little contact with other people. I don't really know what normal 1s.” While it is
important to understand that this is partly a self-imposed isolation serving as identity protection
and collective classification, it is just as crucial to identify where the incel ideology has the

potential to make a member radicalized when engaging with the topic of social media.



Within the dataset there was a recurring theme of comments explicitly expressing
animosity towards modern technology. “I fucking hate the Internet - it's the primary cause of
modern inceldom”. While at a first glance this might feel surprising considering incels rely on
modern technology for their community to exist, there is a prevailing sense of disdain towards
the way it has transformed social interactions. “Social media is the playground of idiots. Don't
even bother. Twitter is where the leftist soyboys go to vent and Instagram is where Chad and
Stacy go to feed their ego and need for attention and approval. Facebook is a mix of both”.
Such resentment makes even more sense when we take into consideration the fact that incels
would gladly see our current society and social interactions within it return to the traditional
societal structure. This ties into the traditionalistic views of incels shared with the rest of the

manosphere community.

Traditionalism is by some extended even towards technologies in general: “I feel
dumber when I spend too much time on the internet. it's as if my reasoning is slower. sometimes
I get annoyed more easily besides feeling distressed”. While comments like these could not be
fully characterized as an advocacy for technological primitivism, it can be viewed as a way to
express disgust with current societal structure and modern way of living: “The average modern
life is disgusting. The little time that you have on the planet you are spending in a bullshit ego
driven environment working for some ungrateful corporation one way or another. Everyone is
mindlesslelly clicking on the PC or their phones all day long. Mindlessly watching YouTube
scrolling through facebook twitter fighting or googleing some bullshit. Somewhere in there
you can throw a big fat piece of porn - people have become extreme perverts watching tranny
porn and sex with animals on a daily basis”. Incels perceive contemporary society as rotten and
degenerated by not only policy of political correctness, but also by the current irrational state

of society and the use of modern technologies that is in their eyes tied to it.

There could be even more to this relationship between incels and their sentiments
towards the different social media as one user summarizes his online activity: “Facebook is
suicide fuel. Never had kikebook.”. Incels seem to be dismissive of their online presence. One
user says: “I deleted my instagram account and I logged out of my snapchat account. I couldn't

take this shit anymore" followed by “Legit. dont need that negativity in life”



. Social media usage seems to trigger incels due to the online presentation aspect of the
platform: “Having social media is the biggest waste on a incel”. In general, social media
platforms are still viewed by members of the forum as a tool: “Using social media is a mistake
avoid it go er. Stop looking delete instagram snapchat twitter or facebook. They do not help
you in life unless you are networking or get invited to places”. Some social media platforms
are considered by incels to be only used nowadays by older generations: “Only boomers still
use that shit”, one user says about Facebook. Social media makes incels feel like everyone
around them is a relationship, which could in reality be a selection bias, where incels focus on
it because they are actively looking out for it: “Dunno why 1 bother with social media anymore
evry fucking time i go on social media like facebook it makes me want to rope cause every

man and its cunt is in a relationship”.

While the incel community relies on the internet to operate, they seem to despise
everyone who is using social media for its intended purposes. This opinion even extends to the
platform Reddit, which was one of the first places where incel communities were founded:
“Reddit is for cucks (and women). Just give up having incel communities there”. From the
macro-level perspective, it is interesting that perhaps because of the banning of two main incel
subreddits r/Incels and r/braincels, incels seemingly started viewing Reddit as a platform that
now longer allows free speech due to the stricter policy enforcement by the moderation team,
which is evident from comments such as: “Reddit bans you for not having a super progressive
opinion. I got banned on /r/TwoXCancer for implying transgenderism is a mental illness (look
up gender dysphoria) it was labelled as hate speech”. Moreover, dehumanization of the current
userbase of Reddit is evident: “Reddit is only actually used by failed normies/incels in denial
who used to get bullied back in high school while their norman and chad/stacy counter parts
browsed instagram and twitter”. Incels reinterpret reality around them so that it fits the narrative
they are trying to push while seeking to create a sense of victimhood by making everyone else

appear hostile towards them.

Discussion of dating apps on Incels.is exemplifies how its members alienate themselves
from women and the rest of the general society: “Tinder has turned every woman into a
celebrity”. Different users disagree with the current state of Tinder: “Tinder is way more dead
than it was for like 5 years ago. Foids meet their chads on instagram DM”. Incels often use

their anecdotal evidence as a proof of a larger societal trend: “10 months ago he made a video



where his female (18) made a Tinder profile using our friend Alexanders photos. He is 6/10
blue eyes receding hairline but hes NTmaxxed and gymmaxxed. He got 5 matches in 24h.
Meanwhile she made a profile and got 99+ likes (maximum shown on tinder) in 10 minutes.”.
Incels are trying to point out that dating applications are the evidence of women having a much
easier time matching with romantic partners than men, which in terms of studies conducted on
dating sites statistics is in general true (Tyson et al., 2016). However, where incels divert is that
they feel like average looking men have no chance of finding a romantic partner on dating
applications, which is simply not true. This ties back into their narrative of being discriminated

against on Tinder or similar dating platforms.

In a different conversation thread one user says: “Tinder is HTM+ territory. Most lower
tier normies get laid through social circle maxxing”. HTM+ in the incel jargon means a high-
tier male, meaning an average looking man has no chance of finding a romantic partner due to
the presence of highly attractive men (Chads) on the platform. Another member agrees with
this sentiment: “Online Dating is GigaChad Only. We know for a fact that in online dating less
than 1% of guys can actually date women. The data proves this. Online dating is GigaChad
only even if you are willing to date a morbidly obese facially deformed woman who smokes
all the time and is negative and mean to everyone.”. Incels tend to cite statistical data only
when it suits their point and they intentionally interpret only those studies and findings that are

aligned with their ideology.

Pornographic websites are also an influence on the forum discourse as evident by incels
discussing the macro-level effect of consuming online sexual content: “Serious The reason
behind inceldom is porn usage. See what porn does is it numbs own into being less able to
appreciate the characteristics of the opposite sex. This is why less people (males and females)
are interested in romantic relationships and sex. Studies have shown that BOTH men and
women are having less sex than in the past decades.” Incels argue that porn decreases need for
sexual and romantic relationships by desensitizing young people in real-life to intimacy and
physical attraction. However, members of the forum do not want to see it banned: “If any
government expects all the porn to be taken down and men to not have any sexual outlets at all
then I hope they are ready for all the rapings that will be had”. Incels view porn as a coping
mechanism that to a certain extent substitutes real-life relationships. The fear of pornographic

websites ban is enough reason for users of Incels.is to threaten violence against women.



The following comment is a speculative theory of how future Al-generated content
could be used to hurt women: “Everyone seems to talk about about how sometime in the near
future Al generated porn/hentai will overtake classic pornography. But no one talks about what
will happen while Al porn overtakes it... I think the new onlyfans meta will be to send
completely customised porn setups. And then women will go full chimp out mode when they
realise a determined coomer can hire visually similar model to do x then throw her instagram
photos into the porn engine and then it will merge it all together to create porn videos just
convincing enough”. Incels are theorizing that Al generated content could be used as a weapon
to hurt women active on social media by using pictures of them posted online and combining
them with porn videos of different women. This would all be done with the intention of trying
to generate a fake porn video and to harass women that post themselves online on social media

platforms.

Incels internalize the feelings of alienation through expressions of disgust for the
“normal” people: “I have no idea what normalfags do on their phones. I only use it for
co[mmunication].”. Incels intentionally describe normies in a similar way they talk about
women, as if they were a different species from them. Extremist commentary is another way
by which incels distance themselves from the rest of the society: “I think it's hilarious when
women have a miscarriage”. John Suler’s concept of online disinhibition (2004) feels
particularly relevant when analyzing speech patterns on Incels.is forum, as members of this
community wouldn’t likely express such hatred in an offline environment. As Suler argues,
digital space provides a veil of anonymity which enables more extremist behavior that would
be suppressed in real-life face-to-face interactions. This aspect of the online space together with
several others such as no hate-speech moderation allows the construction of dangerous
narratives on the forum that are reinforced through online conversations that have virtually no
push-back. Furthermore, as established in the theoretical part, due to the combination of the
blackpill and mentioned aspects of online forums, the more radical the expressions are, the

more attention they receive by other users.

Users commonly state that they feel the effect of blackpill in their everyday life: “Today
i got interviewed by Stacy boss. I knew that it would be hard but nowdays im too blackpilled
to even care... As 1 walk in i see 1Stacy/1Becky who work as secretaries there and ask me who

am 1 and if 1 had an appoitment... Btw the whole building smelled like a fuckin perfume store



or sth... As long as i answer typical questions she starts roasting me to oblivion”. The above-
mentioned numbness is another effect of the blackpill as it aims to drain any hope that one
might have about changing his future, leaving him in a state of apathy. One comment from an
incel member reflects how interaction in incel digital spaces changed him: “I honestly do not
know WHAT IS THERE TO TALK ABOUT? I cant even hold conversations with guys
because I just cant find many common interests with most people”. Online disinhibition is
visible in comments applauding death: “LifeFuel Foid with 13 million Instagram subscribers
and star in OnlyFans dies from failed butt surgery”. In the aftermath of lone-wolf attacks incels
celebrate deaths of innocent victims because they are performed by similarly minded people,
however this comment aims to praise death of a women because of her social media use and

chosen way of living which incels deem to be underserved.

On the forum its members partake in purity testing for true incel behavior: “Trucel trait:
no whatssapp, no instagram, no social media, nothing”. In many online communities there are
strong tendencies to gatekeep any new members by purity testing their behavior which
wouldn’t be considered in-group-like by its core members. This is being done to prevent and
discourage new members from joining the community with the intention of forming an
exclusive group. The implication of the member’s comment is that any involvement in
activities on social media means that, you are not a true incel. Incels on Incels.is perform many
purity tests on other members which is partly caused by their feelings of superior intellect and

different radicalization levels of inceldom that are mirroring the pill theory laid out by incels.

Besides the disdain for the rest of society, the alienation that incels display deeply
correlates with the concept of lookism. Discourse around social media and online behavior is
often reinforcing lookism: “besides this forum of course but seriously 1 realized that im autistic
schizophrenic who is under average height in my cunt and not to mention that at best 5/10
facially... its just so over for me cause since new uni year start after my break for half of the
year 1 saw pattern no matter if on uni or gym or whole my fucking life that even if somebody
wants to be friend with me ( and not saying that any girl showed interest in me ) its always the
same... my autism shows”. A belief that incels are less than human is commonly shared by
everyone on the forum: “Seeing pictures of my childhood friends grown up fills me with rage.
They are all chads stacys or chad lites traveling the world or working on their career meanwhile

im a neet in my parents basement playing videogames watching anime gymceling and



looksmaxing trying to look halfway human”. Besides physical appearance incels often cite
other problems such as mental issues or troubles with socializing that exclude them from
participating in society. The perception of all these factors being measures of worth contributes
to incels adopting and internalizing a negative self-image that reinforces feelings of

inadequateness and therefore creating a self-perpetuating circle of isolation.

Resentment towards women is the most prevalent sentiment and it can be seen in almost
every comment made: “Instagram is equivalent to dangling food in front of a starving African
Child. These women taunt incels. DISGUSTING.”. Demonizing behavior of women can be
often hidden under seemingly normal comments: “Women will show off their relationships,
then expect you to forget about it when they break up". Incels are implying in these comments
that women are purposefully manipulating men by how they present themselves online.
Furthermore, in the first comment in this article, the incel member goes to the extreme with
this view to say that women are intentionally targeting incels with their social media use. Incels
are using their ideology as a lens by which they interpret interactions on social media and vilify

and strengthen negative perceptions of women.

If we move to the micro-level with this analogy and analyze the wording used in the
comments within the conversation threads, this ideological lens can also be seen in the
terminology that members of Incels.is community employ: “foids brain are never used to do
anything as the only thing they need to worry about is mindless pursuing chad dick anything
else is meanless from them”. Women are deliberately called “foids” which is an abbreviation
of the words “female” and “humanoid” by which incels are implying that women are
subhuman. Besides toxicity, the incel jargon aims to turn their everyday language into memes
(i.e. words with implied meanings): “gymceling and looksmaxing trying to look halfway
human”. Similarly to what symbolic interactions tell us about reality is interpreted through
symbols; even incels construct their reality by using language that symbolizes their worldview.
Terms like gymceling or looksmaxxing were tailored by incels to reflect the coping approach

to their current life situation.

The negative attitude towards social media platforms by incels ties into their skepticism
of mainstream media which they perceive to be crooked and controlled by a small group of

people. These attitudes vary from disengagement to animosity even though, paradoxically, the



incel community was created on one of these hated platforms. The abstinence of social media
has become a litmus test for true inceldom amongst users on the Incel.is forum where any
participation on any platform disqualifies you from the most radicalized members respecting
you as true incel. Discussions of mainstream society and their social media usage are used by
incels in conversation threads to reinterpret reality with the intention of proving the societal

decline that gets promoted by the blackpill.

3.1.2 Effects of online culture

“Any oldfags here remember the internet before normies over-ran it? Playing
MMORPGs in the late 90s early 2000s the internet community was completely different.
Nobody took it seriously, it was all a fucking joke to everyone, everyone shit on each other,
called each other nigger faggot cunt, nobody cared it was normal and acceptable. You could
abuse people in your groups in your gatherings nobody cared it was just part of being online in
games. If you do this now you get DOXd and fired from your job and charged with some
internet harassment crimes and normies all use the internet as if its just an extension of their

real life and its really fucking weird to me how seriously normies take this shit”.

There are several prevailing aspects within this long comment that broadly aims to
reminisce about an earlier internet culture that incels view as objectively better. Firstly, on the
micro-level, the author of the comment implies a sense of exclusivity by calling for “oldfags”
to confirm his statement. This seemingly derogatory swear word is a common nickname for
original members of the specific internet community. Besides aiming to attract the attention of
older incels, the word itself insinuates that only a certain in-group of the community can relate
or even understand what the author means by the comment. Members of the forum Incel.is
therefore group the society not just on the level of lookism into incels, normies, Chads and
Stacys as we established in the theoretical part, but also into subgroup of truecels and fakecels,
redpilled incels or blackedpilled incels or as shown on this example, into new members and

older members.

Incels appear to yearn for the times when the internet was less regulated, moderated and

popularized: “I want the 2008 internet back tbh”. They argue that their online freedoms have



been restricted due to the influx of average users which resulted in an online culture that
regulates speech and punishes users for their behavior if deemed inappropriate. “The level of
censorship online is insane and only going to get much, much worse”. The macro-level view
would indicate that romanticizing the era of the internet which lacked enforcement of the rules
or even their establishment makes sense when one is encountering the incel content. Besides
the use of an edgy humor and profanities in their discourse, incels often engage with conspiracy
theories and spread hatred towards women and minorities. One of the main reasons forums
similar to Incels.is require a motivational letter and acceptance from one of the moderators to
be allowed into the community, is to create a safe space that allows them to discuss conspiracies

and spread hate speech without fearing repercussions.

Furthermore, incels claim that the internet has lost its original authenticity: “everything
was better and more profound in 2000-2010”. Incels mainly criticize the commercialization of
the digital space which contributed to making it mainstream. “Things have probably been
getting worse and worse since the new millennium but the pace really picked up around 2014
when ISIS started releasing their videos. I remember how LiveLeak used to allow/be known
for hosting these kind of videos whereas now pretty much any video on there of real combat
footage is forbidden. Google hides so many results and actively censors wrongthink as do all
major social media sites.”. The introduction of the internet to the broader public meant that it
was no longer a place that small groups of people used for hiding and sharing thoughts about
sensitive topics as it was before its popularization. Feelings of nostalgia about the beginnings
of the digital space are also unifying attempts to form a tighter community by those members
that recall the previous state of the internet. Another key reason why incels hold a grudge
against internet normies is that, in their view, normies have made the internet a part of the
Goftman’s concept of the performance stage, where everyone is behaving different on the
“front stage” that is the internet. Incels suggest that interactions on the mainstream social media
platforms accelerated this, and the online culture deteriorated because of this process. All these
aspects can tie into their resistance to mainstream society. Members of the Incels.is forum
blame the normies for this cultural shift, arguing that bringing the internet to its current

popularity caused its demise in terms of cultural value.

Incels.is members frequently discuss content originally posted on different platforms,

often in negative connotations. Here is a comment from one of the users reacting to a thread



about a post that was made on another website about dating: “Get a load of this retard lol —
bluepillers need to be forced to read online dating and speed dating statistics so they don't
pollute the universe with this kind of idiocy”. Members of the community construct their group
identity around establishing discourse in opposition to out-groups on different digital
platforms. The in-group identity is then strengthened through othering, dehumanization and
scapegoating of other members of society. Interaction, more particularly disagreement, with
content from other websites therefore partly contributes to building up the ideological

framework the members hold.

Appropriation and transformation of mainstream references can be visible in core
aspects of the incel ideology as already explored with Matrix-derived terminology. Moreover,
within this process we can dissect Fairclough’s concept of interdiscursivity, where external
discourses are incorporated into new contexts. On the micro-level for this specific example, we
would analyze the meaning behind pills or other Matrix related metaphors used by incels,
which were already investigated in the theoretical part of this thesis. For the meso-level, we
would contextualize the situation under which the members interact with the pills: “These slang
terms developed on 4chan precisely because of the site's a[nonymity]” “I wont say 4chan is all
hale and healthy... We get used to seeing the actual (or more objective truths) aka the redpill
vision of everything”. This conversation thread contains a discussion about the current state of
4chan where members of Incel.is discuss the origin of the pill theory. For the macro-level, the
interdiscursivity can be found not only within the discussion about the author of the pill theory,
but also about the importance of anonymity in internet forums. While the authors of these
comments discuss this topic on relation to the development of slang terms, this is a hidden hint
at the fact that the pill analogy is a radicalization tool which once consumed, turns users into a

spiral of hopelessness and misery.

Members of the Incels.is often express awareness about how their platform is being
monitored by secret services due to their extremist behavior and toxic ideology. “Many of our
communities being taken down (8chan7chan Discord Servers being nuked etc) Even FBI CIA
and Governments keeping a watch on our incel communities”. The belief that state intelligence
agencies are performing surveillance on user’s internet activities is an internet gag, however
some online communities posing a potential threat are monitored more than the ones considered

harmless, which members of Incels.is seem to be aware of.



Furthermore, members frequently expose and discuss when some of the users act
suspiciously and do not speak the way others on the forum do: “You must be FBI or Gang
Stalker Even the /pol/fag MAGAtards dont talk shit for people hating The West on here If you
love The West you love gynocentirsm Masonic elitism and cuckolding forced through the
barrel of a gun”. Inherent edginess of the online culture together with the extremist nature of
the incel ideology could have influenced how incels communicate between each other on the
forum, seeing that for a new member, their dialogue can be indistinguishable. It can be
theorized that the incel jargon adopts online terminology in combination with its ideological
framework and its niche terms to escape censorship on the internet. Moreover, it also allows
the moderators to monitor and validate the truthfulness of its userbase, which also keeps the

forum ideologically pure, allowing the radicalization to fester uncontestably.

3.2 Internalization of social media and online culture

In this thesis, the discussion of external content has been considered only in relation to
how it is shaping the incel ideology. If we try to analyze this behavior from the aspect of
internalization, we can see how it, for example, reflects in features that are available on the
forum: “View:https://youtube/aFhO8JEKDYk?si=yAZ241Q3dnMV82Fn”. What can be
described as a meso-level feature displays a video viewer window in the thread which allows
user to watch the referred content directly. The users of Incels.is most frequently refer to

YouTube for its content which is usually debated in the comment section of the post.

The video viewing feature ranges from video player, screenshot or direct reddit
comments:
“View:https://wwwredditcom/r/4chan/comments/ur7dih/anon_is_asking the real questions/i
8vkul0/?utm_source=share&utm medium=ios app&utm_ name=iossmf&context=3". Shared
content is often being used to trigger a negative reaction amongst other users which on the
micro-level is typically done by selecting part of a comment taken out of context, exaggerating
it and creating an outrage around it. “Larping virgin, likely trans as well. Redditors need to be
culled” one user reacts. Users aim to gain attention to their comment by using the established

forum terminology (LARP stands for live-action roleplaying) and escalating the conversation



to violence against an out-group. Brining back content for critique is a common boundary
maintenance tactic where groups define themselves by purposefully engaging with external

content to solidify ideological boundaries.

This particular post intends to discredit a comment of a reddit user who is implying in
their comment that finding a romantic partner is not difficult. In the comments of this post,
other members managed to track the redditor’s height through some of his other reddit
comments which can be found on his profile: “I checked his profile he was a tallfag even at
14.A fat tallfag”. This is immediately used as an argument against the redditor: “6 ft 4 lol —

"’ (13
*

gee who could’ve seen that coming tallfags can't lose”, “Apparently an oldfag as well so
grew up before degenerate tinder era”. The redditors comment becomes reinterpreted through
lookism with the intention of discrediting him. Some begin to question if he is not lying:” I
honestly find it hard to believe that it's not a LARP. Middle-aged, 2 kids but says thot and
browses reddit all day along with some 4chan? Sure” one member points out. Other member
reacts to this comment: “Yeah most likely you’re right :bigbrain: good catch”. Members who
have participated in this conversation have shifted the topic of the post from discussing the

meaning of the original content to disregarding the reddit and his comment completely because

of his previous comments.

This is an example of the recontextualization that frequently happens during discussions
of external content. As shown in the analysis of the previous post, recontextualization does not
happen only to the mainstream content but to every content that is posted on the forum.
Furthermore, members of Incels.is deploy selective amplification, which is another tool used
to misinterpret the original content by incorrect presentation. Members use established micro-
level discursive rituals to process external content such as collective “cope” reactions to
potential positive news or “it’s over” for the implication of an insurmountable situation.
Randall Collins (2004) refers to such standardized interactions as ritual chains that reinforce

group cohesion.

The usage of social media is serving as a tool for the division into in-group and out-
group for the users of Incels.is. “I don't use social media theres no point in using it as a ugly
male”. As was already mentioned, incels on the forum believe that a true incel does not use

social media actively, however some members are taking this position to the extreme are urging



others to delete social media: “delete it and isolate urself” one user says. Self-imposed digital
isolation is disturbing to see especially considering the young age of the incel user-base. Social
isolation is further heightened on the forum by internalizing alienation from the out-group: “I
honestly don't think the average normalfag knows how to download shit off the internet and
browse their files thanks to the advent of iphones everything being done through apps the
fucking share button on EVERYTHING etc” In this comment we can see how incels claim a
superior technological intelligence over the average users while also standing in opposition to

the mainstream online culture reinforcing their in-group identity.

Similarly to other platforms, discussions of streaming services like YouTube or Twitch
are often purposefully centered around established aspects of incel ideology such as misogyny
or racism: “Yet even Twitch became cucked they ban female streamers who show off their
bodies some did even for free How do we cope then? Also no more Hitler in chat no ASCII
art in chat at all have even twitchwide censorships for plenty of offensive words That no
harassment crap went really wild jews opress freedom of speech everywhere now even on
internet”. As we can see in this comment, discourse of online culture is used as a tool for the
further keeping of boundaries by reinforcing collective identity of victimhood and suppression
of speech. “I also hate vtubers they are like twitch camwhores but worse whores nowadays
dont even have to show themselves anymore just larp as a virgin anime waifu while being a
roasted beef flap cunt getting fucked by chad everynight hope those vtuber cucks rope asap I
hope one of those cucks stalks those whores kills the whore brutally and then game ends
themselves not in minecraft btw in real life”. Conversations about streaming services in this
post appear to be mostly centered around female content creators and their supposed effortless
job of generating content which incels argue confirms their worldview of current dominance
of feminity in society. The comment demonstrates how the discourse of online streaming
services on the forum shifts towards misogyny and extremism which is then escalated to

expressions of violence towards women.

Another factor that forms the strong in-group classification on the forum is the fact that
incels are able to transform the message of the posted content into a meme which is easily
relatable by every other user but is barely understandable for the uninitiated. One member
demonstrates this by saying: “Social media is suifuel”. Suifuel is a wordplay of the words

suicide and fuel, which aims to imply that social media is driving incels to consider committing



a suicide. As dark as this sounds, for members of this forum, this is simply an established
speech pattern which allows them to vent freely and jokingly about their feelings. “We arent
inherently misogynistichateful etc we were just brought up ugly or Non NT that ruined our
chances of social/sexual success When were young (most of us found the BP community when
were young [ assume) we find this community where we can relate to others and get influenced
by the ideologies leading us to our hatred misogyny etc Some find different avenues to ascend
through Moneymaxxing Looksmaxxing etc and never succeed And some rot on the online
communities and trollspampromote LDAR and do nothing with our time coping with other
incel activities Some rope”. Terms such as rope or looksmaxxing are functioning not only as
symbols for group membership but also as expressions of in-group solidarity for a userbase

that is shaped by a collective consciousness.

Weaving popular cultural references into everyday speech of the community might also
have another intention behind it as it creates an illusion of relatability. On the micro-level,
speech patterns which involve internet memes or other recognizable digital mediums can cause
the radicalized speech to resonate more with an unknown audience which can add their
interpretation to it and pass it further to another user. An example of this phenomenon would
be internet memes that often serve as vessels for ideological transmission. Memes allow users
to share condensed complex worldviews and positions in the form of easily transmittable
content that can spread to different social spaces due to its blurred meaning. This aspect of
internet meme culture is evident from the case of Pepe the Frog meme, which has been
appropriated by the online right-wing extremists turning it into a symbol of online
radicalization for a certain period (Pelletier-Gagnon & Trujillo Diniz, 2018). Additionally,
some have theorized that this is done with the intention to make the extremist ideologies seem

less radical and more accessible and relatable (Kasimov et al., 2023).

One undeniable aspect of the internet culture is its diversity in terms of not only content
but also userbase. Even though incels often express racism, it is possible to speculate that incel
ideology transcends ethnic boundaries; incels often differentiate between incels from different
continents and ethnic groups. On Incels.is there is a set of developed names for incels coming
from various backgrounds which are based around stereotypes for that specific country or
culture. Incels from India are called currycels, Asian incels are ricecels, then there are blackcels

(for African Americans) or slavcels (Incels of Slavic descent). Even so called ethnicels use



these seemingly pejorative terms when they are referring to themselves. Ethnicity is used by
non-white members as further evidence of their hopelessness due to the culture they were born
into being more conservative than the western one, where they believe the women are more

sexually approachable.

In the post named “Unpopular opinion: This forum should only be allowed for those
living in first-world countries.” users began to argue whether non-white incels should be
allowed to join the forum because they are “disgusting not only in terms of looks but coherence
and intelligence”. One user accuses the original poster (OP) of being a redditor that has
infiltrated their forum: “Cope more wigger this is a place to outcasts share experiences and you
want to divide it even more just because muhhh i cant relate gay shit and some wrong words
jf1”. A different member says: “I hope @curryfool doesnt read this... Here fixed that for you...
I disagree because I think if youre involuntary celibate then you should be welcomed here as
the world already hates cels so why should we cause division within our own community”.
There seems to be a consensus about the support of the ethnic minorities in the Incels.is
community. However, this support of ethnicels plays into the blackpill theory, because
everyone on the forum believes that these members have it situationally worse which inherently
reproduces the racism of the incel ideology. Incels even use terms such as whitemaxxing or
Just-be-White theory (JBW) which can be defined as racially defined actions done with the

intention of increasing their chances of romantic or sexual relationship (Gheorghe, 2023).

As was already considered in the methodological section, due to the anonymous aspect
of the internet, online communities are often infiltrated with unserious engagement from some
of its members. Incels.is is not an exception from this phenomenon: “This is why have so many
didnt read morons and trollers spammers etc which is promoted in our community”. On the
meso-level, Incels.is style of discourse allows users to bring attention to others by mentioning
specific comments made in the post and replying to them. In this instance, the user was replying
to a hate speech comment of another user who was disregarding everyone who was agreeing

with the topic of the post.

Incels often reminisce about the internal working of the forum: “...I think that many
people stay bluepilled after reading this forum because of a purity spiral that occurred here...”

Some members express self-awareness about shortcomings of Incels.is and its community.



“Members of Incel Community laugh at their fellow members for thinking positively
sometimes and call them a fag or a cuck for thinking In a way that other incels dont usually
think And are shamed and can sometimes be banished from the community (Eg GrAycelCuck
Coping Etc)”. Cyberbullying of “greycel” (i.e. new members on the forum) or non-blackpilled
incels in the comments is common as blackpilled members tend to overlook their opinions and

continue in their sharing of extremist ideas.

Incels on Incels.is like to engage in pseudointellectual discussions often citing
academical studies and discussing conclusions: “This is also when I try to blackpill friends I
link them to the scientific Blackpill articles from the Incels Wiki and not discuss the existence
of this forum with them There are some knowledge gems here but 99% (random statistic) of
all posts are just low-quality low-1Q and low-effort circlejerking making this forum feel more
like an offshoot of Reddit than a place where Blackpilled knowledge is born I feel like this is
what all sabotaged communities have in common”. Even though incels talk about statistics and
knowledge, they intentionally reinterpret the results of studies to fit their own ideological
narratives. Furthermore, incels amplify conclusions based on anecdotal evidence to increase

feelings of victimhood, alienation and hopelessness.

Conspiracy theories have always spread rapidly over the internet and incels integrate
them into their ideology: “I legitimately believe the blackpill is just a poly for government
order to have more control. The western government for sure knows that the Blackpill exists
and censors it like Andrew Tate because its exposing the harsh truth of reality. They could
always ban tiktok dating apps every social media if they wanted to they just dont. They just
want us to breed with ethnic people have self hatred if you are Indian or Asian (I see it here
where a few indian guys hate being indian) and have mixed race children in order to lower the
IQ of the following generations because thats what 1Q is based on genetics”. The implication
of this comment is that social media is a tool designed for social engineering by the
government, which is common argument found over many manosphere communities on the

internet (Hart & Huber, 2023).

Another conspiracy theory that incels commonly discuss is one based on their
antisemitism: “Social media is Jewish brainwashing I hate jews My insta is closed snap I don't

use”. The control of media by the Jewish people is one of the most widespread conspiracies on



the internet and many incels believe it and have integrated it into their worldview. The
spreading of conspiracy theories has been accelerated by social media algorithms that are
driven by maximizing engagement and therefore lead users to more extreme content if they
choose to interact with it more (Haroon et al., 2022). Conspiratorial thinking is reinforced in
the incel community by the exposure to fringe ideas and the reinforcement of the victimization
and alienation narratives which are intensified by the echo chamber effect that all digital

platforms can suffer from.

3.3 Other findings about social media and online culture

In this thesis, the focus has been on how interactions and trends affect the internal
workings of the incel community on the forum Incels.is. However, during the analysis several
encounters of interactions have been uncovered where members of this community discuss
how incel culture — particularly its jargon — influences mainstream online culture. An
example of this theme can be found in a post where one of the members explored the topic of
similarity between incel culture and African American community. The author starts his
argument by listing all the incel related memes that have supposedly influenced: “Similarity 1
- Both have an Influence on pop culture 4chan/r9k terminology gave birth to many slang terms
that are now being used casually on the internet by normies like chad based etc Also Pepe the
frog is popular in Gen Z meme culture You have to agree that 4chan/incel culture influenced
overall internet culture at least a little bit Even the sigma male memes that were popping off
last year and gaining views on tiktok/YouTube etc literally came from us”. While such
comments could be disproven as incels having delusions of grandeur about their own
importance, it must be mentioned that words frequently used by incels such as Chad, normie,
based or sigma have received a far-right connotation while being spread online by right-wing
extremists. It is after this conversion that these memes have entered the algorithms of
mainstream social media platforms such as Tik Tok, Instagram or YouTube (Weimann &
Masri, 2020). The origin of these words is hard to trace, however the only slang term which
can be accredited to the incels from the comment above is Chad and incels are not even the
authors of it. The word Chad was originally used in its today sense as a Chicago slang in the

1990’s for young white males that physically appear to be part of the university fraternities.



Chad - & slang term for an overgrown frat-boy type
in his twenties or thirties, Most Chads are found in
Lincoln Park or Wrigleyville flirting with Trixies.

- Screenshot from the book New in Town Chicago (Welch, 2012)
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The reason why incels can be viewed as the popularizers of this term is because they
brought it to the mainstream internet culture through the Virgin vs. Chad meme (above). The
first Virgin vs. Chad meme image was originally posted on /r9k/ board on the forum 4chan
which is based around posting under anonymity. While the identity of the author is unknown,
incel users have been active on 4chan before their migration to their private forums such as
Incels.is (Riberio, 2021). The Chad meme transformed over the years, and it is still being used
today in a different form. Currently, as of 2025, the meme is referred to as “Gigachad” and is
being used in the context of asserting dominance of opinion without clarifying or providing

any evidence.

Other words mentioned as incel-created by the author of the post
“Blackpill Blackpill/Incel Community Is Very Similar To African American Community”
have similar origin backgrounds and none of them can be traced to the incel community as the
originator. “Definitely the terminology will reach the normies without a doubt. In a few years

or less normies will be saying: normie, mog, chad, stacy, becky, incel, cope, rope, JFL, etc.



They're already saying some of these.”. Incels in general, like to take credit for starting trends
which ties into their narrative of incels having superior intelligence. They argue that perceived
influence on mainstream culture is due to them consuming the redpill or the blackpill, seeing

the society in its unaltered form which in their mind allows them to be truly objective.

If we analyze this post from a different discursive level and focus on the message of the
post, we can see that the author creates an analogy between these two communities due to
repeated behaviors which both of their members display: “Similarity 2 - Both communities
both have crab in a bucket members who tend to become jealous or insecure of another member
doing better for themselves. When a black sees another black doing well for him/herself and
has an opportunity to leave impoverished area They will bring down that black with negative
attitude out of insecurity Same for incels when they see another incel having hope of ascension
or thinking positively (Eg cope kys etc)”. The crab-bucket effect is referring to the claim that
crabs contained in a bucket will try to pull down other crabs that are trying to climb out. In the
comment, this metaphor is extended to people and specifically points out this supposed
behavior in African American communities and incels amongst other similarities the author of
the post mentions. This correlates with the toxic behavior in the messaging of the blackpill

members that is visible all over the platform.

The author of the post continues to draw parallels between Incels and the African
Americans: “Similarity 3 - Both are disenfranchised One group suffered from
racism/poverty/Jim Crow and overall having to be hated and laughed at Both are hated or was
once universally despised and depicted in a very negative light”. Victimization is a substantial
part of the incel ideology. The comment reflects a general trend within the comments of the
forum where members of Incel.is believe that similarly to African Americans, they are too
facing systematic disadvantages. In their eyes, technological progress has amplified these
inequalities due to the gamification of dating and mainstream media has contributed to
simplistic views about the incel culture that form a sense of misunderstanding about their
community in the society. “There may come a time someday though when the incel struggle is
more universally recognized”, one user contemplates. However, incels often try to argue that
they are simply misunderstood by the society due to their high intellect and ability to recognize

societal deception which the majority of the people cannot.



Amongst other findings is the argument by incels that Reddit and online influencers
serve as a gateway to normalizing their terminology: “redditors are the reason memes trickled
down to normalfags since redditurds do anything to get upboats they have no honor nor dignity”
“Pewdiepie and social media use of simp outside of the manosphere popularized the word”.
The usage of internet slang without the knowledge of its original meaning is setting a dangerous
precedent that should be avoided by all content creators with any kind of audience. The
controversial website 4chan has been mentioned several times in the comments as the original
breeding ground for some incel slang and as was already mentioned, this is due to the
anonymous nature of the forum. The analysis has not found any resentful comments towards
4chan users, however as seen in this thesis, incels commonly express hatred for current Reddit
users and even create derogatory terms for them such as “redditards” or “redditurds”. This
finding is perplexing since recent studies have theorized that the userbase of Reddit and 4chan
overlaps (Massanari, 2015). The most likely explanation for incels seemingly not viewing the
members of these communities the same as them, is the already mentioned ban of Incel
subreddit combined with the fact that 4chan never diverted from its original content or

approach to moderation.

Interestingly, even though most discussions of incels can be interpreted as attempts to
gain attention, some incels are concerned about this potential influence on mainstream culture.
“The blackpill as in the term is becoming mainstream and will lose its meaning. Just like the
idea of being based. Ive seen cucks in r/short say based when someone posts a cope”. Incels
are expressing uneasiness about the meaning of these terms diluting and losing their value due
to potential widespread usage by normies: “Now simp means the same thing as nice guy to
normies so its past cultural appropriation”. This ties into the potential loss of cultural identity
that incels highly value and which is partially kept by gatekeeping the community. Other incel
members are expressing appreciation for the validation that mainstream use of incel
terminology has brought: “So true normies are using words they’ve never knew about because

they read our content”.

Topics inspected in this part of the discussion should be explored in future research as
the complete theoretical groundwork behind these topics was not laid out in this thesis.
Findings of such studies could prove helpful in prevention of spreading incel terms with

underlying extremist ideology overtones.



4 Discussion of results

The results of the analysis confirm that the incel discourse on Incels.is is deeply
influenced by the structure of the online culture and the dynamic of social media. Social media
platforms, most notably Instagram and Tinder, are perceived by members of the forum as tools
that reinforce the concept of lookism and hypergamy, which increases their feeling of exclusion
and frustration. This interpretation of digital reality aligns with the finding of Ging (2019),
which concludes that the incel ideology combines antifeminism with internalized feelings of
failure and inferiority. The topic of social media is used by incels to legitimize the blackpill,
which puts personal failings into a rigid broader frame of social inequality (Green et al., 2023).
This heightens the feelings of structural victimization amongst members of the incel

community (Kelly, DeCook & DiBranco, 2022).

Users of the Incels.is forum perform ritualized forms of memetic communication that
strengthens ideological narratives, which is aligned with the concept of toxic technocultures
described by Massanari (2015). The online environment not only allows radicalization to take
place, but it also assists with its fostering through linguistic practices that are based on othering,
dehumanization and scapegoating (Haslam & Stratemeyer, 2016; Lumsden & Harmer, 2019).
The incel terminology is purposefully designed not only to reinforce the in-group vs. out-group
identity dynamic, but to reflect the extremist nature of their speech and as well as to emphasize
the misogynistic gender power structure of the incel ideology (Connell & Messerschmidt,
2005; O’Hanlon et al., 2024). Furthermore, the findings confirm that the incel ideology is an
example of a new gender extremism which is inseparably intertwined with the digital

infrastructures of the current online culture (Baele et al., 2019; Ribeiro et al., 2021).

5 Conclusion

This master’s thesis aimed to answer the question of what the role of social media and
online culture in the shaping of the incel ideology is and how these external influences affect
the discourse on one of the most active Incel forums. Data consisting of web scraped online

comments posted in a public conversation thread on Incels.is was analyzed through



Fairclough’s model of critical discourse analysis. Selected methodology allowed to uncover
how specific aspects of digital culture and social media contribute to the forming,
internalization and radicalization of ideological discourse in this semi-enclosed online incel

community.

For my first research question “How is the incel ideology which is being discussed on
the Incels.is forum shaped by online culture and social media discourse?”, the analysis showed
that incel ideology is heavily influenced by the discussions around social media and the wider
online culture as users on Incels.is utilize these topics to confirm worldviews about incel
marginalization and the societal decline. Incels mainly argue that social media platforms such
as Instagram or Tinder increase sexual inequality between men and women. In their eyes these
digital platforms help women maximize their advantages on the dating market while men who
are not on the top of the physical attractiveness scale are systematically excluded from it. Incels
describe these situations with deterministic language, often mentioning the concept of lookism
which in their eyes is reinforced by social media. Users refer to the finality of their situation
when engaging in conversations about social media usage by women which turns the threads
into discourse based around fatalism and collective despair. These are key aspects of the so-

called blackpill, which is the most ideologically radical version of the incel worldview.

The second research question “How are the external influences of online culture and
social media internalized in the Incels.is forum?” was answered by analyzing the micro-level
interactions on the forum. Users not only discuss these external influences, but they also
actively incorporate them into their collective identity. This internalization is incited by shared
symbolism in form of incel terminology (such as Chad, LDAR, suifuel), creation of meme
language based around incel ideology and ritualized reactions. All these factors strengthen
community cohesion as the forum works as a space for ideological performance in the
conversation threads where members perform purity testing, promote radicalization and incite
feelings of victimhood and exclusion. This is achieved by maintaining a boundary against so-
called normies, women or other online communities such as Reddit. Online culture is
internalized not only by reinforcing the feelings of nostalgia for non-regulated internet, but also

as a tool for extremist narrative building which legitimizes misogyny, nihilism and violence.



As Foucault (1972) explains, discourse shapes reality, and in the online community on
Incels.is, this is done through several discursive methods. Incels use the topics of online culture
and social media to deploy selective amplification, reinterpretation and creation of false
parables to reinforce their worldview. The algorithmic, anonymous nature of the digital
environment plays an important role in the shaping of incel ideology as the discourse of the
members evinces key signs of Suler’s (2004) online disinhibition effect. Discursive role of
social media on the forum should be taken into consideration for future research efforts as an
example of a tool used for amplification of harmful attitudes. Findings of this thesis bring
evidence that the incel community is not only a subcultural reaction to an individual frustration,
but also a structurally conditioned expression of gender extremism, spread of which is closely

intertwined with the dynamic of the online culture.
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Namét prace

The internet, and especially social platforms, have become central places for various
communities which are able to fully express their opinions, ideas and complaints. Among such
online subcultures the incel community stands out as an example of extremism on the internet.
Incel (short for Involuntary Celibate) is a member of an online subculture, who is convinced
that his romantic or his sexual life is non-existent due to the way he looks. This belief, also as
many other that incels hold, is in their view rooted in a biological predisposition which, in their
eyes, discards them from the so called ‘dating market’ and makes them visually undesirable
for the opposing sex (Maxwell et al., 2020). Besides that, they think that the waves of feminism
have worsened this situation and blame modern day women for it. On their online forums,
where incel communities exist and operate, this view is magnified into a general grudge, hatred
and implication of violence directed towards women. Misogyny is not the only extremism that
manifests on incel forum as a lot of incels hold traditionalistic views on the social structure of
society. Racism including antisemitism, tendency to cheer for acts of terrorism, extremism or
violence are common occurrences on incel forums. In the last two decades some from the
increasing amount of mass attacks by lone-wolf shooters have been linked to incel ideology
through their manifestos and the number of such attacks in the West has surpassed the often
more mentioned ‘Islamic’ terrorism (Tomkinson et al., 2020, p. 155).

Much like the rest of the internet culture, the incel community is rather creative when to comes
to creating new words, meanings or visual content. That most likely comes from the inherent
shareability trait of the internet which sets up the groundwork for the current mainstream
popularity of so called ‘memes’ (funny internet pictures or slang). Just as other online cultures
have done, the incel community uses diverse parts of popular culture to develop its own
language, symbols and ideology. The incel terminology for sexually active men and women is
‘Chad’ and ‘Stacy’ which come from USA pop culture films during the 90’s and 2000’s where
the main desired characters were typically named that way. Such influences from the
mainstream are also visible in the other incel slang, which has been part of the existing research
on incels that has mostly been centered around the understanding of their extremist ideology
(Witt, 2020; Baele et al., 2019). The term ‘chad’, used for a description of a dominant



masculine male, has been just recently popularized on the wider internet even though it has
been part of incel lexicon since its inception. For an example of pop culture influence on the
incel community, the base of incel ideological belief system comes from the film Matrix
(1999), where for the first time is the concept of a blue pill and a red pill presented. In incel
terminology blue pill means falling asleep and forgetting the existence of a red pill which
wakens one from the ‘dream’, or a lie as the incels view it, and facing the reality of current
world (Wasniewska, 2020). However, the effect of outside influences on the incel ideology
remains unknown and I will therefore try to analyze it within my thesis through the following
research questions: ‘What role does online culture and social media play in shaping and
spreading incel ideology?’ and ‘How does the internalization of external influence in the incel
community work?’. The result of my thesis will be a characterization of how outside influences
affect the internal shaping of a discourse in the Incels.is community.

With the recent rise of so-called influencers and the impact of social media on all parts of our
lives, the studied influence on the discourse in a community which is mostly based around
hatred, despair and spreading of negativity, will bring new insights into how the incel ideology
evolves. Dominant male online figures promoting hegemonic masculinity such as Andrew Tate
have gained considerable popularity and amassed cult-like fanbases that hold similar beliefs to
those of incels (Connell & Messerschmidt, 2005). This phenomenon corresponds with current
trend of leader-based approach on social media by companies or even political parties could
align with incels traditional view on societal structure and morality. Growing movement of
traditionalistic right-wing extremism is by some linked to men losing their dominant position
in modern society, which is one of the main societal critiques of incels (Lin, 2017; Ging, 2019).
Furthermore, deeper understanding of how incel communities interact with online mainstream
content within their forum could help future research regarding securitization of similar
extremist online communities.

Piedpokladané metody zpracovani

In my master’s thesis I will be working with messages displayed on a publicly available part
of forum Incels.is. The gathered data is from the inception of the forum, which went online in
the beginning of the year 2017, and contains comments till the end of august 2022, when was
the data collection ended. During this period there were 2 808 714 posted messages from 6 722
unique users. These comments were gathered through web scraping data collection method,
which is typically used for the harvesting of online citations (Lotfi et al., 2021). The filtering
of the comments will be based on used relevant literature and will happen after the initial
analysis of the available comments connected to the topic of the thesis. Preparation of data for
analysis will involve categorization, sorting and selection of relevant messages, after which
these messages will be coded. For the analysis of these comments, discursive analysis will be
used since it is ideally suited for uncovering outside influence in diverse cultural contexts
within the inner workings of a community (Hall, Evans & Nixon 2013; Fairclough 1995;
Foucault 1969).

Etické souvislosti zvaZovaného projektu

The topic of my master’s thesis will be focusing on a community whose members are often
aggressive and radical in their interactions online. The existence of so-called internet ‘trolls’



will need to also be considered when analyzing the gathered data as comments from such users
are only made to gain attention or are bait to cause an uproar or to get a certain reaction (Witt,
2020). Due to the extremist nature of content, Incel forums operate on the verge of legality and
are often closed, requiring an approval of administrators to be viewable. Perhaps atypically for
incel forums, Incels.is has a publicly displayed part of forum available for anyone to see, which
is where the gathered data for my master thesis was collected from. Even though comments
which will be displayed in my thesis are public information, I still will need to take into
consideration identification of users due to the extremism nature of the forum. I will therefore
only display parts of comments without any identification possibilities so that further protection
of authors of these comments will not be necessary.
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