
Abstract 

This thesis examines the approach of European parliaments towards the LGBTQ+ issues and 

topics - whether parliaments have an open stance or whether they have rather reserved one. The 

aim of the thesis is to answer a total of four research questions, aimed at comparing European 

parliaments with the Czech one, and to find out what instruments of inclusiveness European 

parliaments use or how and whether they try to act towards the LGBTQ+ community in an open 

way. The most important part was to contact European Parliaments via email asking them to 

answer six questions. The sample size was 35 parliaments or parliamentary chambers. The 

hypothesis that the thesis works with is ‘European countries that have more open societies in 

relation to LGBTQ+ people and issues will also have more open parliaments’. Its validity was 

tested and found to be valid. The thesis included a questionnaire survey addressed to queer 

people. Its results are presented in the thesis. The last part of the thesis was interviews with 

Czech legislators from both chambers of the Czech Parliament and from different opinion 

camps. In the very end of the thesis, the openness and approach of both chambers of the Czech 

Parliament is evaluated and possibilities for improvement are shown. Among the key results is 

the confirmation of the validity of the hypothesis, the finding that the Czech 

Parliament, compared to other European parliaments, especially from Western Europe, is not 

very supportive of LGBTQ+ issues and people and does not purposely try to be open to them. 


