
The purpose of this thesis is to address the diversity of coordinative constructions,
illustrating their properties, and to pro vide a forma 1 account for them in the frame of the theoretical
background of the dependency syntax.
This thesis namely investigates three construction types in the syntax of contemporary
Czech, aH ofwhich have in common a binary coordinative structure, using the Czech coordinator a
(and), where two verbs are coordinated. These constructions are referred to as prototypical
coordination (ProKoor), pseudo-coordination (PseKoor) and reduplicative coordination (ReKoor).
The main claim is that even though these three types share the same surface structure
(go )VlandV2 or Vl andVl, they do not represent the same phenomenon of coordination and it is
necessary to divide them into three types, as proposed.
I have proposed a two-part analysis. Firstly, PseKoor is analysed as a complex predicate
formed on the level of syntax. This analysis immediately accounts for a number of properties of
PseKoor which allows the comparison with ProKoor. Secondly, PseKoor is analysed as means of
aktionsart, resp. as a variety coordination over substages of events. This also accounts for a number
of characteristics of PseKoor, this time on the level of semantics.
ln this way I also present criteria for distinction between ProKoor on one side and PseKoor
and ReKoor on the other side. I argue that ProKoor is a biclausal structure coordinating two
separate events while PseKoor and ReKoor coordinate two verbs into one complex predicate and
the coordinator a serves for coordination in the frame ofsubstages ofthe only event.
On the semantic level I characterised PseKoor and ReKoor as complex events the
substages of which are coded into two conjuncts of the coordinative construction. It appears that
the verb in the first conjunct denotes an event that expresses the preparation phase for the activity
denoted by the verb in the second conjunct.


