Abstract

This bachelor thesis examines the impact the Syrian civil war had on the relations between the
EU and the GCC. Given the geopolitical developments and security threats in the Middle east,
the thesis seeks to determine, how these two organizations reacted to the conflict in Syria and
how their cooperation evolved during this period. The author of the thesis adopts the approach
of neoliberal institutionalism and works with the concepts of interdependence and the role of
institutions. The thesis aims, through a case study of the Syrian civil war and a content analysis
of primary and secondary sources, to answer the research question of whether the war had any
impact on relations between the EU and the GCC and to identify factors that contributed to the
potential streghtening or weakening of cooperation. The thesis examines reactions at the
beginning of the war, during its course, and after the capture of Idlib. The results show that
during the conflict itself, relations were not significantly affected, but the war led to them

strengthening in the later years.



