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ABSTRACT 

The subject of my thesis was to compare characters of teachers in the works of three 
German authors from the twentieth century. For this I chose Heinrich Mann and his novel 
Professor Unrat, written at the start of the twentieth century, the narrative by Anna Seghers, 
Der Ausjlug der toten Maedchen, in which the author takes a look back at the period of Nazi 
Germany and fmally contemporary author, Markus Orths and his novel, Lehrerzimmer. My 
goal when starting this piece of work was to learn about the behaviour and attitude of teachers 
towards pupils in a variety of time periods during the twentieth century and to compare this 
with the methods and approaches used by tutors today. For the individual chapters, I began by 
dedicating biographies for the specific authors. I followed this by focusing on the content of 
their works and then fmally analysing the behaviour of the literary figures represented as 
teachers. I tried to establish whether or not their method of teaching or rather approach 
towards pupils concurred with the notions about how a teacher should appear nowadays. In 
the novel Professor Unrat, I came to the conclusion that the literary character responsible for 
teaching considerably differed from today's teachers. The professor behaves in a highly 
aggressive manner and tries to instill fear in his students. Both teachers in the narrative by 
Anna Seghers treated the female pupils fairly and with fondness however when deemed 
necessary, were capable of reacting strictly. In his novel using satire, Markus Orths attempts 
to sketch out the position of teachers and their role in a contemporary education system. After 
having studied all the literary protagonists, I can conclude that of all, the one with the most 
dutiful approach to teaching was the protagonist in Markus Orths' novel, however, in my 
view he should have taken more interest in the needs of his pupils. 
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