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Abstract

The content of this thesis is the issue of anti-system political parties in the political
system of the Czech Republic. The aim of the thesis is to identify and analyse political entities
that can be defined as anti-system on the basis of defined criteria and to assess whether these
parties can be considered a stable part of the Czech political system. The introductory chapter
of the thesis focuses on the theoretical definition of concepts such as political party, populism
and anti-system political party. Most attention is paid to different approaches to defining anti-
system parties throughout history, the thesis also deals with the identification of the limits of
their effective application. The second chapter uses the findings of the first chapter to formulate
a working definition of an anti-system party based on two key features, delegitimization of the
political system and ideological extremity. This chapter also sets out the manifestations of
political parties that can be included in the analysis in the last chapter of the thesis. The practical
section then applies this definition to selected political parties that exhibited at least minimal
anti-system tendencies. On this basis, the manifestations of the following political parties were
described and examined in this thesis: Komunisticka strana Cech a Moravy, SdruZeni pro
republiku — Republikanska strana Ceskoslovenska, Véci vefejné, ANO 2011 a Svoboda a piima
demokracie (Usvit pfimé demokracie). Although the thesis has identified and described various
types of anti-systemic behaviour in the parties analysed, the result of the thesis is that only two
of these parties, the Komunistickd strana Cech a Moravy and SdruZeni pro republiku —
Republikanska strana Ceskoslovenska, reach such intensity in their manifestations that they
meet the defining characteristics of an anti-system political party. The paper also concludes
that anti-system parties are not an isolated phenomenon, but represent a long-standing part of

the Czech political system.
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