Abstract

The thesis offers a comprehensive analysis of the persistent marginalization of the Roma
minority in Slovakia, while covering the period from the establishment of the Slovak Republic
in 1993, to the year 2023. Unlike previous studies, this research provides a complex and long-
term perspective on the topic. It combines policy analysis with in-depth critical discourse
analysis in order to understand, why Roma remain one of the most disadvantaged and excluded
groups of the society. The research builds on the theory of social constructions of target
populations, which helps to explain how public perceptions and political discourse shape policy
design and implementation. The main premise is, that marginalization of Roma persists due to
systemic reasons including historically rooted inequalities, negative stance of elites and the
society towards Roma and the usage of stigmatizing discourse. The research employs critical
discourse analysis and policy analysis with a specific focus on parliamentary speeches to test
this premise and uncovers other possible factors influencing Roma marginalization. The
analysis identifies multiple interrelated factors that may contribute to Roma marginalization.
Factors are further categorized into societal, administrative, evaluative, policy-based and
discursive dimensions. The role of the European Union in agenda-setting is highlighted as well,
particularly during the pre-accession period. Although, perception of Roma in the society
remain negative. Finally, the thesis presents recommendations for relevant policy actors and

paves the way for long-term research on the topic.



