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The student started the defense with a well-prepared and well-
structured presentation, covering the rationale for the thesis, the
tested hypothesis, data & variables (that were of a interdisciplinary
nature), the methods used (different static panel data models), as well
as the main results and conclusions. The committee highlighted both
positives from the reports as well as the point on the potentially
insufficient methodological approach and the absence of robustness
checks. The student addressed points from reports in a competent
way, complementing the thesis in a suitable way, acknowledging the
the uncovered effects can be interpreted more in the sense of
correlations than causality. Related to the other questions from the
committee in the follow-up discussion, the student outlined in detail
the structure and construction of his dataset, some of the data and
methodological choices behind his thesis (the choice of panel data
for answering the hypotheses; the structure of the empirical model)
and the potential applicability of the model and its results in practice.
Taken together, the committee appreciated the excellent quality of
this interdisciplinary thesis and the presentation and decided on grade
A.
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