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This diploma thesis is about joint custody in the context of social work and proposed 

legislative changes. The first chapter of the theoretical part explains the concept of family, 

its basic functions, and types. The second chapter focuses on family breakdown, describes 

parental separation, divorce and its forms, and deals with identity, relationship changes,  

and the impact of family breakdown on parent's and children's. The third chapter talks about 

parenting after family breakdown, parental competencies, parent's rights and duties, parental 

responsibility, child custody arrangements, and child support. The fourth chapter describes 

forms of childcare after divorce, including sole custody and shared custody. It also discusses 

decision-making about custody and factors that influence it. The fifth chapter focuses  

on joint custody, its specifics, the child's age, advantages and disadvantages of this 

arrangement, and its legal regulation in connection with the proposed amendment to the Civil 

Code. The empirical part is based on qualitative research using semi-structured interviews. 

The main goal of this diploma thesis was to find out the views of social workers from 

different areas in both the state and non-profit sectors on joint custody and possible changes 

related to the proposed amendment to the Civil Code.  


