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General characteristics of the thesis

The dissertation is a comprehensive and interdisciplinary theoretical analysis focused on
corruption in sports, particularly issues related to match-fixing and sports betting. The study
strongly integrates legal, ethical, and philosophical perspectives and is distinguished by its
international orientation. It includes comparative legal analyses from countries such as
Germany, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and Switzerland. While primarily theoretical, the
thesis offers practical implications through its policy recommendations and suggestions for
structural reforms.

Orientation in the Selected Theme and Analysis of Sources

The author demonstrates excellent familiarity with the chosen topic, extensively incorporating
various academic resources, national and international legislative texts (notably the Macolin
Convention), and reports from organizations such as Europol, FIFPro, and Interpol.
Additionally, the inclusion of three peer-reviewed publications by the author within the
dissertation significantly enhances its scholarly credibility. Although the sources utilized are
current, multidisciplinary, and thoroughly analyzed, the absence of empirical data and sports-
specific social science studies is noticeable. Nevertheless, this appears to be a deliberate
choice by the author, and the literature review meets the required standard for a doctoral
dissertation.

Clarity and Logical Structure of the Thesis

The structure of the thesis is logically coherent and systematically developed. It effectively
progresses from conceptual foundations, including values, corruption, and the autonomy of
sports, through detailed analyses of legal frameworks at both the organizational and
governmental levels, culminating in jurisprudential discussions of Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) cases, and finally presenting concrete proposed solutions. The extensive thesis,
spanning over 150 pages, is clearly organized into distinct sections supported by subheadings,
illustrative case studies, and comparative frameworks, which effectively guide the reader
through a coherent theoretical-to-practical trajectory.



Formal Aspects; Language and Stylistic Level of the Thesis

The thesis exhibits high standards in its formal, linguistic, and stylistic dimensions,
maintaining a consistent academic tone throughout. Of course, as a non-native speaker | feel
limited possibilities of evaluation these criteria.

The English is fluent and clear, although occasional repetition and lengthy sentence structures
slightly diminish its conciseness. Terminological usage, such as the terms "integrity units”
and "omerta," is precise and contextually appropriate. Only minor typographical and
formatting inconsistencies were noted, such as "BIBLOGHRAPHY" (p. 142), or inconsistent
capitalization in "Czech republic” (p. 141), which do not significantly affect the overall
quality.

Formulation of Objectives and Degree of Fulfillment

The thesis clearly outlines its objectives in both the abstract and the introductory sections,
specifically aiming to analyze match-fixing and corruption from ethical and legal
perspectives, to compare legal responses in selected jurisdictions, and to propose relevant
reform recommendations. These objectives have been thoroughly fulfilled through a rich
comparative legal analysis, integrated normative ethical discussions, and well-developed
practical recommendations such as integrity units and transnational cooperation initiatives.
However, the lack of empirical validation, acknowledged by the author, constitutes a minor
shortcoming.

Balance between Law and Philosophy

The integration of law and philosophy in the dissertation is intellectually ambitious and
predominantly effective, although it distinctly favors legal analysis, using philosophical
perspectives more as conceptual frameworks rather than as equally dialogical partners. The
dissertation provides comprehensive legal analyses covering international instruments (e.qg.,
Council of Europe Convention, EU law, I0C codes) and national systems, demonstrating
substantial expertise in comparative law and institutional analysis. However, philosophical
discussions—especially ethical theories like Kantian duty, consequentialism, and virtue
ethics—are generally underexplored and not fully contrasted with legal frameworks.

Philosophical Engagement

Philosophical discourse within the dissertation often serves primarily as moral justification for
legal arguments rather than engaging dialectically. Limited engagement with political
philosophies of justice, governance, or power, such as those proposed by Rawls, Habermas, or
Foucault, restricts deeper critical examination of structural imbalances in international sports
regulation. Furthermore, although ethical principles are discussed, concrete applications to
dilemmas faced by stakeholders—such as referees, athletes, or betting companies—remain
insufficiently explored. Lastly, there is limited philosophical critique concerning the inherent
limitations of legalism, such as the potential for regulation to suppress moral agency in favor
of compliance.



Overall Assessment and Comments

Overall, the thesis is of exceptional academic quality and practical utility. Among its strengths
are the author's extensive reading, clear structural organization, global and comparative scope,
and presentation of actionable proposals. Nevertheless, certain weaknesses remain, such as
the absence of empirical research or stakeholder interviews, insufficient exploration of digital
technologies — particularly social media and online betting platforms —and minor stylistic
redundancies. The philosophical dimension could also benefit from a more balanced
dialogical integration with the legal analyses.

Conclusions

The dissertation significantly advances scholarship in the fields of sports ethics, integrity, and
law, demonstrating advanced legal and philosophical reasoning skills. It addresses a globally
relevant issue and provides valuable insights applicable to both academia and policymaking.
Consequently, the thesis is fully suitable for awarding a doctoral degree and has strong
potential for further development into a book or policy advisory report.

I have got three questions for the process of defense.

1. The author has demonstrated in his dissertation the ability to work independently in the field.
2. 1 recommend this thesis for defense.

Predepsanda formulace v cestine:
1. Autor ve své disertacni praci prokazal schopnost samostatni tviir¢i prace v daném oboru.
2. Praci doporuéuji k obhajobé.

Questions for the defense:

1. Social media and digital betting platforms are increasingly central to both match-
fixing and its detection. Why did you not include this dimension more explicitly, and
how would you expand your analysis to cover these digital dynamics?

2. You discuss the autonomy of sport extensively. How do you reconcile the need for
strong external legal intervention with the principle of sport autonomy, particularly in
contexts where sport organizations resist external oversight?

3. Your thesis proposes legal and institutional reforms, such as integrity units and

transnational coordination. What challenges do you foresee in implementing these
reforms in countries with weak rule of law or limited political will?
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