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Objectives:

This thesis aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of corruption in sports, examining its
causes, mechanisms, and far-reaching consequences within the sporting community. A central
focus of this study is match-fixing, a particularly damaging form of corruption that not only
undermines the ethical foundation of sports but also challenges the effectiveness of legal
frameworks designed to regulate fair competition.

Additionally, this thesis will investigate sports betting as a critical factor in the broader
corruption landscape. It will analyze the ethical and legal dilemmas associated with sports
betting, particularly how it can threaten the integrity of competitions by incentivizing
fraudulent activities. From an ethical perspective, the study will explore how sports betting
conflicts with the core values of sport, drawing on conceptual analyses by scholars.
Furthermore, it will assess the societal consequences of widespread betting practices,
particularly their impact on public trust in fair competition.

The thesis will also examine the economic dimension of sports betting, highlighting its dual
nature as both a tool for economic revitalization - by generating revenue and employment - and
a magnet for organized crime, which exploits the industry through low-risk betting fraud
schemes. By exploring these dynamics, this research will shed light on how corruption extends
beyond individual matches and athletes, affecting clubs, governing bodies, and the wider
public.

A key aspect of this analysis will be the role of sports organizations’ autonomy. While self-
regulation is often regarded as a fundamental principle of sports governance, this independence
can sometimes lead to inadequate oversight, creating an environment where corruption can
thrive. The thesis will critically examine whether greater external regulation or reinforced
internal controls could serve as more effective safeguards against corruption.

This research underscores the global nature of corruption in sports and the necessity for a
coordinated, multi-stakeholder response. Addressing match-fixing and other forms of
corruption requires collaborative efforts between governments, sports organizations, betting
operators, and law enforcement agencies. Through this in-depth exploration, the thesis aims to
contribute to the broader academic and policy discourse on protecting the integrity of sports
and restoring public confidence in fair competition.

Methodology:

This thesis is a purely theoretical study without empirical or social scientific research
components. Instead, its methodological framework is grounded in an extensive literature
review and analysis, drawing upon academic publications, professional articles, and legal
documents from selected countries, and subjecting them to philosophical examination and
assessment. Additionally, this research integrates perspectives from reputable journalists
specializing in sports corruption and related legal and ethical issues.

The academic depth of this study is supported by legal and philosophical reasoning, particularly
through comparative and interpretative methodologies. Legal frameworks from multiple



jurisdictions provide a foundation for analysing the intersection of law and philosophy in
combating sports corruption. Fundamental theoretical research methods, such as analysis and
synthesis, are employed to critically engage with philosophical and legal texts.

A central focus of this thesis is the comparative analysis of criminal codes concerning sports
corruption in selected countries. To achieve this, interpretative and comparative methodologies
are used to examine how different legal systems define and address corruption within sports.
By comparing these legal frameworks, this research seeks to uncover disparities, similarities,
and best practices, offering valuable insights for future policy recommendations and legislative
improvements in combating corruption in sports.

Through this comprehensive theoretical approach, the thesis aspires to contribute to a deeper
understanding of sports corruption, laying a critical foundation for future empirical studies and
legal reforms. Overall, this work aims to enhance academic discourse on sports integrity and
the ethical measures necessary to uphold fairness and transparency within the sports

community.

Results:

Some parts of this thesis are dedicated to formulating practical recommendations for enhancing
the investigation and prosecution of match-fixing cases. The study emphasizes the need for
stronger collaboration between sports organizations, law enforcement agencies, and
governments to effectively combat corruption in sports. A key component of this collaboration
is the secure exchange of intelligence and information at both national and international levels,
ensuring that investigative efforts are well-coordinated and proactive.

The thesis presents a comprehensive set of recommendations aimed at strengthening
mechanisms for detecting and prosecuting match-fixing. One of the core proposals is the
establishment of national and international platforms that facilitate real-time information
sharing between early warning systems and betting fraud detection networks. Additionally, the
research advocates for the creation of integrity units within sports organizations, responsible
for monitoring and enforcing ethical standards related to sports betting and match-fixing.

By implementing minimum regulatory standards across jurisdictions and fostering greater
international cooperation, these measures can help safeguard the integrity of sports from the
growing threats of corruption. Strengthening legal frameworks, increasing transparency in
sports governance, and ensuring effective enforcement mechanisms are critical steps toward
maintaining fair competition and public trust in sports.
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