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Abstract 

Copyright Protection of Architectural Works 

The thesis deals with the issue of copyright protection of architectural works, focusing 

on the architectural work and the individual conceptual features, as well as the analysis 

of the limits of copyright protection of architectural works. 

The main aim of this thesis is to provide a comprehensive analysis and comparison 

of the relevant national and European legislation and the recent developments in case law, 

while presenting a clear interpretation of the given issue using the analytical-comparative 

method. Thus, it aims to bridge the lack of consistent case law and expert legal doctrine 

regarding some of the specific legal terms of copyright. 

The thesis is divided into three separate chapters, as follows: 

The general part of this thesis, which consists of the first two chapters, defines 

the theoretical foundations of the copyright in architecture. The first chapter presents 

the general characteristics and principles of the copyright and defines the copyright work 

as an object of copyright, including the individual conceptual features. The second chapter 

deals with the copyright in architecture, providing a brief definition of the concept 

of architecture and a comprehensive analysis of the architectural work and the individual 

conceptual features, focusing on certain specifics. Particular attention is devoted to legal 

opinions and questions related to the copyright in architecture, which are currently topical 

or subject to expert discussion. 

The subsequent special part of this thesis forms the most extensive chapter three, 

which deals with the issue of the limits of copyright protection of architectural works, focusing 

on the limits in the narrower sense, specifically copyright exceptions and limitations. The main 

attention is devoted to the issue of the legal licence for works of applied art and architectural 

works, including the specific legal conditions of the application, which are subjected 

to a comprehensive analysis and comparison. Chapter three also deals with the issue 

of the otherwise unlawful disposal of an architectural work and the requirement to effectively 

balance the copyright of the author of an architectural work on the one hand and the legitimate 

interests of individuals other than the author on the other hand. The thesis provides 

a comprehensive analysis and comparison of the relevant national and European legislation 

and the recent developments in case law, with a particular focus on consistent German case law. 
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The thesis responds to the lack of consistent case law and expert legal doctrine regarding 

the copyright in architecture, as well as the lack of awareness of both professionals and the lay 

public about the issue of copyright in architecture in the Czech Republic. 
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