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Abstract 

This thesis examines the motivations and disincentives for the timely and proper payment of child 

support within the Czech legal system. The primary focus is on the research question whether the 

criminal law institute of effective remorse serves as an incentive for non-payment of child support 

and what factors influence offenders to use this institute. The non-payment of child support is a 

relatively common phenomenon in the Czech Republic, which is reflected in the fact that the 

criminal offence of neglecting child support has long been among the most frequently committed 

crimes. Additionally, thousands of enforcement proceedings for unpaid child support for 

dependent children are initiated each year. For this reason, it is essential to analyze the motivations 

and disincentives for non-payment of child support within the Czech legal framework and to 

identify tools that can help mitigate this issue. 

In the theoretical part, the identified motivations for paying child support include the civil 

law institutes of enforcement proceedings, judicial execution, and late payment interest. However, 

in the case of late payment interest, it would be advisable to amend the legislation to ensure that it 

is granted automatically by law. The social benefit of substitute child support may serve as a 

disincentive. From a criminal law perspective, the classification of non-payment of child support 

as a criminal offence serves as a motivation for compliance. Conversely, the institute of effective 

remorse represents a disincentive, from which the obligated person benefits at the expense of the 

entitled person and the state. 

The empirical part of this thesis presents a study based on data from statistical records of 

criminal courts, which has not yet been conducted in the context of effective remorse. Using a 

logistic regression model, I identified variables that have a statistically significant impact on the 

probability of utilizing effective remorse. The results of the analysis confirm the theoretical 

assumption that effective remorse may serve as an incentive for failing to pay child support. This 

is particularly evidenced by the observed positive effect of the variable comparing cases with two 

or more main hearings to those with only one main hearing. 

This study thus contributes to the public debate on the issue of child support non-payment, 

the ongoing discussion on the decriminalization of the offence of neglecting child support, and 

provides empirically grounded arguments for legal reform in the area of child support. 

 

Keywords: child support, effective remorse, motivations 


	Abstract

