Data Protection in Sports and in Sports Associations

Abstract

This thesis focuses on the protection of personal data in the sports sector, particularly in
relation to sports clubs. The key legal framework is the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), which establishes rules for handling personal data not only in the commercial
sector but also in the public and non-profit domains, including sports clubs and
organizations. Sports entities process a wide range of personal data, from basic
identification information to sensitive health data, performance testing results, contractual
data, and disciplinary proceedings involving athletes. Therefore, this thesis thoroughly
examines the specific legal aspects of personal data protection in sports, analyzes its
practical implications, and explores the obligations and responsibilities arising from this
legal framework for data controllers and processors within the sports sector. Additionally,
the thesis addresses the protection of personality rights of athletes.

The main objective of the thesis is to provide a systematic and comprehensive overview of
legal obligations and recommended measures for sports clubs, organizations, and
individual athletes. Through legal analysis and case studies, it identifies the main risks
associated with the processing of personal data in the sports environment and offers
specific recommendations for mitigating these risks. The thesis primarily focuses on the
legal basis for processing personal data in sports, the obligations of sports organizations
regarding information duties, data subject rights protection, data processing security, and
data retention. A significant part of the analysis also addresses the issue of data disclosure
and other specific forms of data processing, where sports entities frequently fail to comply
with legal requirements.

The outcome of the thesis is a practical guide for sports clubs and individual athletes,
helping them navigate the complex legal framework of personal data protection. This guide
includes recommended procedures for sports organizations on how to implement proper
data processing practices, prevent legal risks, and ensure that the personal data of athletes
is protected in compliance with applicable legislation.

Thus, the thesis contributes to the academic discussion on personal data protection in the
sports sector and highlights key challenges and problematic areas in legal practice. With
the increasing digitalization and growing transparency requirements for sports
organizations, personal data protection remains an increasingly relevant topic with
significant implications for the rights of individual athletes and organizations alike.
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