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Address the following questions in your report, please:

a) Can you recognize an original contribution of the author?

b) Is the thesis based on relevant references?

c) Is the thesis defendable at your home institution or another respected institution where you
gave lectures?

d) Do the results of the thesis allow their publication in a respected economic journal?

e) Are there any additional major comments on what should be improved?

f) What is your overall assessment of the thesis? (a) I recommend the thesis for defense
without substantial changes, (b) the thesis can be defended after revision indicated in my
comments, (c¢) not-defendable in this form.

(Note: The report should be at least 2 pages long.)

Levan’s thesis makes significant original contributions to the study of energy consumption
behavior and policy effectiveness. The first chapter investigates consumer responses to
complex electricity tariffs in Georgia, finding that consumers adjust their consumption in
response to tariff changes, with estimated price elasticities of -0.3 to -0.5. It also reveals that
consumers exhibit awareness of tariff thresholds despite limited knowledge of exact pricing
details. The second chapter examines household responses to a temporary COVID-19
electricity subsidy, showing that the policy led to a 5% increase in median consumption, with
rural and low-income households responding most strongly. The findings highlight the
policy’s effectiveness but also raise concerns about increased energy demand. The third
chapter explores household awareness of the Increasing Block Rate (IBR) scheme,
demonstrating that higher tariff literacy correlates with greater energy conservation behavior.
The study suggests targeted communication efforts to enhance consumer understanding.

The thesis is well-grounded in relevant literature, engaging with key studies on energy
economics and consumer behavior. Its rigorous methodology and comprehensive data
analysis ensure its defendability at Levan’s home institution, my home institution, and other
respected universities. Furthermore, its results are highly publishable—in fact, the first two



chapters are already published at Energy Economics, and given the quality of the work I have
no doubt that the third chapter will also be published in a similarly reputable journal.

In my original suggestions for the pre-defense, I recommended that Levan explicitly position
his third chapter within the broader literature on public perceptions of energy consumption
and savings. Specifically, I suggested drawing comparisons with Attari et al. (2010) and
Marghetis et al. (2019) to highlight how his research complements and extends existing
findings. Attari et al. examined public perceptions across various activities, whereas Levan
provides a more focused analysis of energy literacy within a policy intervention. Similarly,
while Marghetis et al. demonstrated the effectiveness of simple interventions in improving
energy estimates, Levan’s study emphasizes the need for targeted consumer education on
complex pricing schemes. Additionally, I suggested the inclusion of figures, similar to those
in Attari et al. (2010), to visually depict the discrepancies between actual and perceived
electricity tariffs.

Levan has addressed my suggestions thoroughly and convincingly. He has incorporated my
feedback into the conclusion of the third chapter, effectively positioning his study within the
broader literature on public perceptions of energy consumption and savings. His discussion
now clearly highlights the unique contributions of his work relative to Attari et al. (2010) and
Marghetis et al. (2019), strengthening the chapter’s policy implications. Additionally, he has
responded to my suggestion regarding visual representation by providing a relevant scatter
plot that illustrates the divergence between actual and perceived electricity tariffs. These
thoughtful revisions enhance the clarity and impact of his findings.

Overall, Levan’s findings provide valuable insights into energy policy effectiveness,
consumer behavior, and the broader implications for sustainability and climate change
mitigation. Given these thoughtful revisions and the thesis’s overall strength, I confidently
recommend it for defense without any changes.
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