
Summary

The subject matter of this doctoral dissertation is the conflict between the communist 

government and two small Christian denominations – Baptists and the Seventh-day Adventists in 

Czechoslovakia between 1948–1968. Both churches had been victims of severe persecution in the 

early 1950s. In case of Baptists, the Czechoslovakian secret police (StB) prepared a political trial 

with the leaders of the church and majority of pastors (1953). At the same time the Seventh-day 

Adventists had been proscribed for 4 years (1952-1956). In the aftermath of the trial, the Baptist 

church closed down and did nothing to get in conflict with the authorities again. The Adventists 

were struggling to get free Saturdays (Sabbaths), which is an important part of their spiritual 

identity and beliefs of the church. In the concluding chapter this work offers the answers to the 

research questions about various factors which played role in the whole conflict. Both 

denominations were persecuted because the communist regime was waging ideological war with 

Christianity, but also because both had close ties with their respective fellow believers in the US. 

The dissertation also describes methods used by the churches in order to negotiate their goals 

with the authorities.


