ABSTRACT

The topic of the dissertation is early school leavings from Czech upper secondary schools,
which represents a significant problem with consequences for the students’ career paths and for
society. The aim of the thesis is to gain insight into how students who dropped out of upper
secondary education reflect on this step, what significance they give to this decision and what
factors affected the process. The thesis uses Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA) to
gain insight into the respondents’ subjective experience and also analysis of typologies
of dropouts. The data was collected through in-depth interviews with eight respondents.
The results show that early school leaving is processual in nature and is influenced by personal,
family, school and system factors. Respondents repeatedly mentioned conflicts with teachers,
negative school climate and difficult family relationships. Other key themes were absenteeism,
substance abuse and doubts about the value of upper secondary education. A factor that plays
an important role in the experience of upper secondary technical/vocational school students is
the perceived unfairness of the system of education in preparation for the maturita (A-level)
exam. By comparing the respondents’ school paths with a synthesized typology of international
research, four types of dropouts were identified: unsuccessful, disadvantaged, disengaged,
and maladjusted. None of the respondents involved in the research met the characteristics
of the category quiet. Although the characteristics of each category are similar to results
presented in international research, something is unique for Czech context, such as high
proportion of dropouts who nevertheless try to complete education through other paths,
or dropouts of upper secondary school students with initially high school engagement
are significant, suggesting insufficient systemic support for students at-risk. These specific
aspects play an important role in the Czech environment, especially in the context of the lack
of intervention programmes. The research provides suggestions for further studies

and interventions aimed at reducing early school leaving in the Czech Republic.

KEYWORDS
early school leaving; interpretative phenomenological analysis; typologies; upper secondary

school; maturita exam



