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• Is the dissertation free from plagiarism? Yes 

• Evidence of ethics approval included (if required based on methodology) Not required 

• Appropriate word count Yes 

 
ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Reviewer 1 
The introduction provided very effective articulation of the originality, definition of terms, clear 
outlining of different areas of existing literature, sources being employed, and methodical 
structure, with a well-developed approach involving both empirical analysis and Neoclassical 
Realism.  
 
A strong literature review considered different connected areas of secondary reading in detail and 
indicated limitations of existing scholarship around the UK and AI.  
 
There followed excellent discussions of existing AI research in the different countries and 
comparison of their approaches. There was also well-justified coding and comparison of the US 
and China as discussed in the UK Parliament.  
 
Very effective analyses included actions and motivations across a range of different aspects of AI 
being considered, as well as discussions that harnessed the broader legislative and policymaking 
contexts, qualified well in terms of what insights could be drawn from the data and those that 
potentially could not or required further research.   
 
Occasionally, it could have been helpful further to have examined observations or statements 
made (such as the distinction between the two legislative chambers in thinking about the reasons 
for the differences identified, or the p. 17 statement on whether the US DoD was the first entity or 
first entity ‘publicly’ to implement AI ethics. However, these are minor points in an otherwise 
sophisticated and very strong series of analytical sections.  
 
A nuanced conclusion highlighted varied findings, including, for instance, the subtle dynamics of 
UK interaction with US state-based AI development and private sector developments. Also 
exploring unexpected results from the research demonstrated sophisticated understanding and 
self-reflection around the critical apparatus.  
 
There was a strong, well-developed discussion of the navigating of methodological limitations. 
Different directions for future research were also explored very effectively.  
 
The study made extensive use of a wide range of UK, US and Chinese official sources, 
particularly British Parliamentary sources, and was well-written and presented. (There were a 
couple of instances in which sentences could be reworded or there could be slight correction of 
wording (such as p. 52 “to still [have] made up...”). However, these are very minor and did not 
detract from the very high quality of the work.  
 
An excellent dissertation, scholarly, sophisticated, making very effective uses of sources to 
provide an original and nuanced analysis of US and Chinese impacts on British developments in 
AI. 
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Reviewer 2 
This thesis presents a comprehensive and insightful examination of how American and Chinese 
advances in AI have influenced the UK's integration of AI into its national security framework. 
 
The central research question is both timely and significant, addressing a critical area of global 
security dynamics.  
By focusing on UK parliamentary debates, the methodology draws on a rich primary source that 
provides a deep understanding of the nuances in UK strategic thinking. 
 
The thesis is commendable for its methodological use of qualitative analysis, which allows for a 
nuanced exploration of parliamentary sentiments and explicit statements.  
 
This approach is particularly effective in capturing the complexities of political discourse that 
might be overlooked in a purely quantitative analysis.  
 
The findings provide valuable insights, particularly in highlighting the UK's strategic pivot 
towards greater multinational cooperation, driven by contrasting perceptions of AI developments 
in the US and China.  
 
The thesis also applies the theoretical framework of neoclassical realism (NCR), linking the UK's 
strategic choices to the broader context of international relations. The challenges faced by the 
NCR framework in explaining the UK's efforts to establish international AI norms are 
thoughtfully addressed, adding depth to the analysis and suggesting areas for further theoretical 
exploration.  
 
The conclusion is particularly strong, highlighting the complexity and intertwined nature of 
American and Chinese influences on UK AI integration.  
 
Overall, the thesis demonstrates a robust and well-structured analysis and makes a significant 
contribution to the field of international relations and AI security studies. 
 

 
 
 


