
Abstract 
 
 
 

Israel is a nation born out of conflict. For a small and relatively new nation, Israel has one of the 

most extensive military industrial complexes. This dissertation aims to understand the material 

and ideological factors that drive states complicity in sustaining Israel’s military occupation of 

Palestinian territories, despite the illegality of it. The intersections of race, economic interests, 

and international law will be analyzed to provide understanding of the interests states have in 

maintain the status quo. It will be concluded that Israel’s military industrial complex is 

paramount to sustaining the occupation of Palestine. Investments from third parry states finance 

the industry, where weapons are then tested in real time conflict. Israel’s open market policy of 

buying and selling weapons globally, despite ideological paradoxes’ allow for repressive states to 

reap the benefits of Israel’s sophisticated weaponry. Analysis of Israel’s military industrial 

complex questions the validity of international law, the reputations of liberal democracies, and 

the future of the liberal world order. 

 


