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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS

Reviewer 1

In this dissertation, the author examines domestic and international narratives around China's
energy transition with a particular focus on the role of security narratives within these. They do
this through discourse analysis, with a particular focus on frequency and co-occurrence within
domestic and international narratives and comparison between them. One of the clear strengths of
this dissertation is that the author is transparent about the criteria they used to construct their
corpus, the techniques they use to analyse these texts, and provides detailed information about the
results of their analysis throughout the empirical chapters. They make good use of this evidence
to support their argument and evaluate that evidence is an effective manner.

There are, however, a few areas of the dissertation which aren't quite as effective. First, in the
literature review the focus is almost exclusively on discourses of energy security (and ways of
understanding the concept of energy security) rather than energy transitions more broadly.
Grounding their research within the energy transitions literature would have helped the author to
better specify the unique contribution of this research - particularly why a focus on discourse
enhances our understanding of the political dynamics of energy transitions. Second, while the
literature review covers a lot of useful ground it isn't entirely clear what key points the author
wants their reader to take away from this for the purposes of developing their research design.
This could have been addressed through better signposting. Third, the role of public diplomacy is
somewhat unclear throughout the dissertation. It isn't the primary literature that is used for
constructing the research questions but it appears at various points in the introduction and
theoretical framework. It doesn't, however, really feature in the empirical chapters.

Overall, this is a rather mixed dissertation. While the underlying research is of good quality, it
could be more effectively situated within the wider literature and some aspects of the research
design could be better explained. Nonetheless, this was an enjoyable read that meets many of the
requirements for a quality dissertation on this programme.

Reviewer 2

The dissertation presents a discussion and analysis of the narratives underpinning China’s energy
transition policies drawing on a corpus of 24 articles from the People’s Daily and 25 articles from
China Daily. Applying a post-structuralist perspective the author seeks an understanding of “how
policies are framed and communicated, thereby influencing public perception and policy
effectiveness”. A discourse analysis is conducted to explore how energy security has become
intertwined with national security and development agendas. This is based on a discussion of
energy security as a concept and the theory of securitisation.

While the author highlights the particular conditions and constraints of censorship and control in
China, a more detailed presentation of the institutions and mechanisms of the Chinese political
system would have been welcome.

The dissertation has a clear objective and carries out and presents the discourse analysis in a neat
and structured manner. A central finding of the study is that there is a divergence or duality
between China’s domestic and international energy discourses. On the one hand the country’s
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communicators present China’s ‘green and progressive image internationally’ while on the other
hand, ‘emphasizing self-reliance and political stability domestically’. Such a discrepancy is not
uncommon if one thinks of other countries, especially large countries and those that seek or need
to influence global policy. As a result, for a truly comparative study it would have been more
useful to place China in relation / in context with other (dis)similar actors or alternatively to
explore much more explicitly the ways in which these two discourses intersect, either
undermining or enabling each other.




