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Abstract

The thesis has two goals. On one hand, to point out the trivialization of the concept of geopolitics in the
academic and media circles within the past few years. This task is done through the employment of a
rigorous research methodology by applying the neoclassical geopolitics’ framework which aims at
helping to solidify geopolitical studies as a scientific and respectable field of study. On the other hand,
this study aims at analyzing Brazil’s previous and current geopolitical design, highlighting the relative
strategic potential and filtering it through the perceptions of the elites of the country. The theme is
deemed relevant given that, although some studies focused on Brazilian foreign policy already exist, a
strictly geopolitical study exploring the continentalization vs maritimization debate remains somewhat
scarce. More specifically, the puzzle to be solved is - in which ways the Brazilian continentalization
policies have impacted Brazil’s foreign policy options and outcomes? In addition, it will also explore to
what extent can Brazil retain regional hegemony while pursuing a maritimization strategy and finally
how it can help Brazil overcome its ‘graduation dilemma’.



