Abstract

The main purpose of this thesis is to analyze the polarization of civil society during
the Second Karabakh war in Azerbaijan, with particular attention to which factors
contributed to this polarization. The thesis investigates two main hypotheses: first,
that civil society polarization is pernicious, and second, that attempts by state
policies exacerbate the polarization of civil society. The thesis employs semi-
structured interviews with civil society actors as qualitative data and close-ended
survey questionnaires with random Azerbaijani citizens as quantitative data. The
results show all factors were gathered under the umbrella of state policy. This policy
caused fear and repression of anti-war supporters by silencing their voices. However,
it will be presented in a broad manner in the following chapters. The thesis finds an
important correlation between nationalism which is a part of state policy and war.
Also, it confirms deep societal divisions between pro and anti-war nationalists made
it more difficult for CSOs to come together behind shared objectives. Furthermore,
limited resources made it even harder for them to function well. By applying
polarization theory, the study adds to the body of knowledge on civil society and
conflict. It also assists in acknowledging the weakness part of the civil society in
Azerbaijan and the state could easily apply its policy on that side. This thesis
concludes by highlighting the pernicious effects of polarization on civil society
during the Second Karabakh War in Azerbaijan, which were made worse by control-
oriented governmental measures, and recommendations for further research on this
topic. For Azerbaijan and other conflict-affected areas to create a strong and

inclusive civil society over the long run, these concerns must be resolved.
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Abstraktni

Hlavnim cilem této prace je analyzovat polarizaci obfanské spolecnosti béhem
druhé karabagské valky v Azerbajdzanu se zvlastnim zfetelem na to, které faktory
prispély k polarizaci ob&anské spole¢nosti béhem valky v Azerbajdzanu. . Prace
zkouma dvé hlavni hypotézy: za prvé, Ze polarizace obCanské spolecnosti je
zhoubnd; a za druhé, Ze pokusy statni politiky prohlubuji polarizaci obcanské
spole¢nosti. Prace vyuzivad jako kvalitativni data polostrukturované rozhovory s
aktéry obcCanské spolecnosti a jako kvantitativni data uzavien¢ dotazniky s
ndhodnymi obdany Azerbajdzanu. Vysledky ukazuji, Ze vSechny faktory byly
shromazdény pod zastitou statni politiky. Tato politika zpisobila strach a represi
protivale¢nych ptiznivell tim, Ze umlcela jejich hlas. V nasledujicich kapitolach vSak
bude predstaven v Sirokém smyslu. Prace nachazi dualeZitou korelaci mezi
nacionalismem, ktery je soucasti statni politiky, a valkou. Také to potvrzuje hluboke
spoleCenské rozdily mezi pro a protivaleénymi nacionalisty, které znesnadnily
organizacim obcanské spolecnosti spojit se za spole¢nymi cili. Omezené zdroje jim
navic jesté ztizily jejich dobré fungovani. Aplikaci teorie polarizace studie rozsituje
soubor znalosti o obfanské spole¢nosti a konfliktech. pomaha také uznat slabou ¢ést
ob¢anské spole¢nosti v Azerbajdzanu a stat by na této strané mohl snadno uplatnit
svou politiku. Tato prace konCi poukdzanim na zhoubné dopady polarizace na
ob¢anskou spole¢nost béhem druhé karabaiské valky v Azerbajdzanu, které byly
jesté zhorSeny kontrolnimi vladnimi opatfenimi a doporuc¢enimi pro dalsi vyzkum
na toto téma. Aby Azerbajdzan a dal3i oblasti zasazené konfliktem dlouhodobé

vytvotily silnou a inkluzivni obanskou spolecnost, musi byt tyto obavy vyfeseny.
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