Abstract

Insects are the most widespread animals on the planet and provide many important ecosystem
services. Despite this, they are often seen as unimportant or disgusting. Knowledge about
insects is also often low, even though they are perfect for studying in schools using live
examples. Another advantage of insects is their diverse shapes, which are important for my

research.

My thesis focuses on selected factors that could influence how people recognize different insect
species. The main goal of the study was to find out if the type of image (silhouette, line drawing,
photo) affects how well students recognize specific insects. I also tested other factors, such as
gender, school type, grade level, having pets, place of residence, the ability to name five insect

species, and attitudes toward insects.

To collect data, I used a test with demographic questions and three versions of visual materials

(silhouettes, line drawings, photos). A total of 600 students from 6th and 9th grades participated.

The results show that the type of image does not significantly affect how well students
recognize insects. This means there is no single "best" type of image to use—it is possible to
use any type or even switch between them. Older students performed better than younger ones,
but grade level did not affect their attitudes toward insects. This suggests that while students

learn to identify insects at school, they do not develop more positive attitudes toward them.
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