Evaluation of Master’s Thesis Madri Costituenti: the Construction of Memory and
Gendered Representation in the Public Space of the “Founding Mothers” of Italian post-
WWII Constitution by Mariangela Bozzoni

At the very beginning it should be mentioned that there are some formal gaps in the text
of the master’s thesis, in particular there is not abstract nor key words of the thesis, both of them
are formal requirements of the master’s thesis. That fact complicates grasping the very essence
of the thesis including its goal and the main research question.

The goal of the research as well as research questions are integrated in the Introduction
of the thesis. They are the following: to study construction of memory and to explain a lack of
commemoration of significant Italian women of 19" and 20" centuries such as “Founding
Mothers” (especially in the public space) by providing gender and other perspectives (p. 6-7).
One of the main question is also why does exist a symbolical asymmetry in terms of
representations of men and women in the public space (p. 11).

As for methodology, the thesis employs memory studies (i.e., theories by Jan Assmann,
Pierre Nora, Maurice Halbwachs and others) and gender history approach. In addition, the
explanation is diachronic, it means it covers a time line from 19" to 20" centuries (p. 16-17)
(Chapter 1 “Methodology and Literature Overview”).

The second chapter (Chapter 2 “The First World War and Women in Fascist
Propaganda: a Starting Point for Amnesia and Lack of Commemoration”) covers the interwar
period in Italy. It provides a historical context of activities of symbolical female figures of
Italian history (p. 26-39).

The next, third chapter (Chapter 3 “From the Suffragettes to the 1990s. The Context of
the European Feminist Movement”) deals with the post-war period (p. 40-45).

The fourth chapter (Chapter 4 “The Long Path Toward the Universal Suffrage”) and the
fifth chapter (Chapter 5 “The Twenty-one Madri Costituenti and Their Collective Legislative
Efforts across Political Party Lines”) are dedicated to the history of women’s fight for equality
in Europe and in particular in Italy (p. 46-53, 54-68).

Starting from sub-chapter 5.4.1 “An analysis of the Representation of the Five Madri
Costituenti elected to the Committee of 75 in the Public Space in Italy” Mariangela Bozzoni
analyses the symbolical legacy and public commemoration of the Founding Mothers (Leonilde
lotti, Angelina Merlin, Maria Agamben Federici, Angela Gotelli and others) (p. 59-69).



The next sub-chapters contain an analysis and theoretical remarks on construction of
memory and other related issues (Sub-chapter 5.5 “Inclusion Through Access to Public Space?”
and further, see p. 75-80).

Finally, Chapter 6 (“Women's Right to the City: Cityscape as an Inclusive Public
Space”, p. 81 deals with the cityscape as an inclusive public space of commemoration.

All research questions and outputs were summarized in Conclusion (p. 101-103).

I consider the methodology as well as the structure of thesis as clear and well-designed.

Minor shortage: poor stylistics and grammar of the thesis.

Conclusion: | do recommend the thesis submitted by Mariangela Bozzoni for defence.
For the final grade | recommend “2” (Very Good)

Digitalné
Mg r. Alena podepsal Mgr.

Alena Markova,

Markova, 5.0

Datum: 2025.01.26
Ph.D. 23:25:47 +01'00"

Prague, January 26, 2025 Alena Markova, Ph.D.



		2025-01-26T23:25:47+0100
	Mgr. Alena Marková, Ph.D.




