
 

 Abstract  

The thesis will explore the construction of memory and gendered representations in the public 

spaces of the so-called “Founding Mothers” (Madri Costituenti) who contributed to writing the 

Italian constitution after the Second World War.  

Only relatively recently, in the first decades of the 21st Century, is the generation of early Italian 

women parliamentarians increasingly commemorated (after most of them passed away). However, 

for a long time, these women were missing from popular memory to the extent that they were 

described as “The Lost Wave Women” (Tambor, 2014). This thesis aims to take this story of 

silence and belated commemoration as a starting point in the project of exploring collective 

memory and forms of gendered commemoration 


